e APOSTLE PAU 
before FL 1 x, 


* ; £ 
s-% 


— 1 | 5 1 4 þ - 
« 3 7 —— * * * „ 
2 3 „„ 


* 


FA LIX 3 Anſwer to Paysi's: 


» 


|. Reaſenings with him. 


* 4 . 


. — . > 


- 


* 
F 5 4 * £ 2 
5 N 5 4 * * 


** . th. Frey — —_ 

— — * * —_ bs = 

5 —̃ D!U——— — — es 
7 
— 1 i * 8 * 

0 * 2 
n 

* 


a . * 
3 * 


Printed for J. O- wir p, at the Roſe and Crown in 
the Ponlrry, near Stocks. Market. 17 38. 


1 [ price Qlitch'd x6, 6d.) 


2 
* 


4 E at 

£ 0 1 I * 4 

* pos [ 7 * N 
C 


r S ny ag — 


E: 
2 


* 


21 
n 


Py 
1 


1 * 


2 
rt 


=. 


2,» L 
5 


r Sr re. 


net 


% 2 ö * 5 ” L 
2 * 1 9 
A ; 
. . . * 
g N # 5 * N : " 3 
* 1 ; 1 f 
; Fx : 4. 1 , = l , 
* * * - 
7 6 a , / 
: K ; Fs 
* » s 1 / " 
4 I " 
br © 8 , | , a 
4 & 4 x Is 1 
* 5 - ” * ſo 
7 
5 , 4 
# 


A cal 8 XXIV. 28. 


And. as be reafened. of Righreouſme, i 
Temperance, and a Judgment to 
come, Felix trembled, and anſwer d, 
Go thy way for this Time, when I 


„„ a convenient Seaſon, 1 wil 


A. for thee. 


1 HE former of this Text 
| [RI gives us an in of the Con- 
I oincing and awak'ni Power 
1 8 of the Word of God: The Late 
_ IE] ter part of it ſhows us the Inſuf= 
— fc Tae Legal Convittions and 
Terrors, which, yet, and, I fear, many. 
have miſtook for true Repentance and a found, 


B ſaving 


of Sin, and ſuch Fears of the righteous To 
ment "of God, as are excited by the miniſtry of 
the Lau, if they continue on the Minds of 
Men for any Time, may indeed ater 


"© abate 45 — that us d to attend a cou 


of Sin; reſtrain Perſons from many 
External —— 100 Sinning againſt God, and 
hold them to a ſtated Attendance on the ap- 
pointed ineans of Grace; but, tho” ſach Legal 
Conviftions and Terrors may produce theſe 
Effects, and tho' they are often deſigned by 
a Wiſe and Holy God as Preparatives for a 
further, a Saving Ii orb, yet, of themſelves, they 
cannot be effectual to change and renew the 
Heart. A Man may be convinced of Sin, and 
 awal ned to ſome ſerious Concern about his fi- 
nal State, and imprę 4d with a Dread of. the 
Wrath to come, without having Grace given 
him to return to the God whom he has get 
with hir whole Heart. Felix, ' of 
whom we read in the Text, was an Inſtance of 
the Truth of this. When this Man, being 
curious to hear _— of the Chriſtian Re- 
ion, then generally ſpoken againſt, had ſent 
4 the Apoſtle Paul and the Apoſtle had ſet 
himſelf to reaſon about Righteouſneſs, Tempe- 
raucs and the Judgment to come, Felix trem- 
bled; The Truths preached by Faul reached 
+ his wilty Conſcience ; He, was made to Fear 
hefoft the ſupreme Judge, was ſtruck with. 
ſome concern for hi his pat Gifu Conduct, nh 
9 


God, to which he now 
| Liable : : But did this 


and as unwilling to become truly Religious ac 


Dittiples of che Zord Teſs, 


Paul.” 


with a Dikad of the"; r Jud 
und Himſelk 

ear ful looli * | 

7 make a new Man nd him ? Did it 
ſpire him with an Inelination and Reſolution 
to relinquiſh his evil Ways, and to #ve G- 
berly; Rig hiteouſy, and Godly in the World ? 
Was he renewed as well as affrighted ©: No: 


14 


tho he 7rembled at the thoughts of a, future \ 


Reckoning, he was as inclinable to his. Sins, 


ever; for he anſwered, ſaying, FA thy way for 


this Time, when ] hade a corvenient Seaſon, I 


well | ſend for thee; from which words of an 
inet) ned, trembling Felix, it will be natural 


to infer, that convittions Sin, and a conver» - 


ſion to God, awak nings of Conſcience, and a 


true ſaving Repentance, are very different 


things; and to argue the extreme Folly and 
Hazard of convinced, awakened Sinners, put» 
ting away from them preſent ſerious Thoughts 
of returning to Cl nod 


In the Text we may obſerve the ebene 


Particulars, 


1 The + Preaher "bo * ſe 8 of, ; the e, 


7 ; 3 g's 


II. The Perſon meation'd | as ;&. ben 
hearer, Felix. | 
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III. The - Subjeds that the Apoſtle choſe to 

ink upon in his. hearing; en, Tom: 

perauce, and Judgment to e. 8 

Iv. The manner of his thoſe Sub- 

paths he reaſoned upon them, EINE. 

' - a rational, argumentative Wax. 

V. The Im _ which St. Paul's wm" 


ing on thoſe made on Felix's Cons 
ſcience, Felix — 


Laſfly. The Conſequeice of that,” of the 
Wor. of Felix e, "uh He Lk 


Mis, £0 thy way, when, 


I. The Preacher ſpoken of | in the Text is 
no leſs a Man than the great le Paul, 
Paul, who had been elf « erſecutor of 
the F aith and Diſciples of 25 „ but as 
now a fincere Profeſſor, and a zealous Preacher 
of the Faith that once he deftroyd : Paw, 
whom Divine Grace had turned from being a 
' Blaſphemer, and à blind furious Zealot for 
— Phanifaical Judaiſm, to a being a moſt 7 
Chriſtian, a moſt accompliſhed Miniſter of the 
Goſpet, and an indefatigable Labourer in the 
Lord's Harveſt. This Paul, fince his becom- 
ing a Chriſtian and a Preacher of the Golpe 
(which was about 22 or 23 Years before 
had been already inftrumental to convert many. 
| thouſands to Chriſt ; yet on the occaſion men- 
_ tion'd in the Text,. took pains to little or no 


purpoſe,” Tho be had te honor of is Lars 
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and the Safpation M Mal much Hearts . 
ü the — 
2 
| willingly laid 
n for. the ſake K. „ 

of true fol aig om he __ 
ES Converts, Ae xx. 18, 
= 23 2, 1 Thefſ#10. ii. 8, 
10-588 6-06 nor perſwade and conver — 
— be prac, Jett 
re not Man 8. df a — 4 
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r are 
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Truth. - 1 


2 7 


TY. 
expreſſed' this three-fold Wiſh ; That he had 
ſeen Chriſt in the Heſb, that he had beheld 
Rome in its _ Glory, 'and that he had 


heard Paul ws cg ; well, this /aft Priviledge 
T W 


Ws 


Falix had ithout any ſpiritual, ſa 
Aileantage. No wonder then, if o ordinary 
niſſers (much inferior to the great Apoſtle in all 
reſpects) have ſo much, ſo often reaſon to 
take up that old Complaint, who hath 9 ——— 
aur report, and to whom der Niiy! But 
Lord revealed, by means of our Miniftry. 

to o on with my Text. - 

II. The Perſon here mentioned as Pours 
bewer, was Felix. Who and what this Felix 
was L will briefly tell you; as to his Religion, 
he was not a Few, but an Heathen, tho' mar- 
ried to Drnſila the Feweſs, mentioned in the 
Verſe preceding the Text. When Paul appear d 
and preached before him, he was Governour of 
the 3 of Judea, or as Joſephus ſome- 

where ſays udea properly ſo o called, Sa. 
l and Peræa, or that Territory 

which the New Teſtament 'calls, the Country 
beyond Jordan. Beſides this Dignity, to which 
he was promoted by Claudius. Cæſar, whoſe 
Freed-man he was, he had the Honour to mar- 
ry three Queens, or three Women of Royal 
Deſcent, one of whom was Druſilla the Jeweſs, 
Daughter of that Herod, of whom we read, 
Acts xii, and Siſter to that King Agri 
mentioned Act xxv and xxyi. But how dig- 


mow? Mower this „ 
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Was, he was guilty of ſeveral very groſa In- 
moralities, which many of the more Vittuous 
' || Heathens would have been aſhamed of. The» 

| FAoman Hiſtorians, who make mention of him, 
give him a very bad Character, telling us that, 
when made ' Preſident of Judea, he ſo far: 
truſied to his Intereſt at Court, that he allows" . 
ed himſelf in all manner of evil Deeds, that, 
he was guilty of all manner of. Cruelty and 
Luſt, and exerciſed. the Sovereign: Authority 
entruſted with him, with the Temper and GC 
nius of a Slave. With them agrees Foſephus: 
the Few, who relates ſeveral Inſtances of his 
Cruelty and Male-admimiſiration, and gives 
an Account of his employing a certain wicked/ 
Je, an Agent of his, to ſeduce Druſilia,. 
e || then married to one Azi245 King of the Ene. 


ring his Life, to live with Fælix. This gives 
us to underſtand how powerful, and how wici- 
ed a Man this Felix was, in whoſe hearing 
Paul preached. | If the Apoſtle was not call'd. 
uſually to preach before ſuch eminent Perſona! 
ges as this Man was, yet he cou'd do ſo on 
occaſion, for as he was choſen to bear Chriſt's) 
Name. before the Gentiles, and Kings, and thb 
Children of Iſrael, and as he was not aſhamed: ' 
of the Goſpel of Chriſt among any People, ſo 
he was 4 well furnifſbed Scholar, and 4 folid 
judicious Reaſoner (of which he had already 


0 £ 1 


d 2, to forſake ber lawful Husband, and, du. 


given Felix a Specimen in his Reply to Ter=, , 


| - by and do Chi. God is juft, 


0 »] 
But whitt were the „ the 
— choſe to inf on in he 
72 — were three, Right, 
70 come. 
ye: Nor raps 2 
Teſs, by wii fiere mate 
or Right 7 if not the fire 
b Ri —_— „ bot the whole 
of "the by rh God 2 of Man; but 
what we commonly term Mord Honeſty, or 
5 efs towards Men; à dealing oftly 
4 all whom we have any 
T, ble ſenſe of the 
walls u e in rey . 
Par feci Being th that he s has been, and 
that he mece 15 he cat but be 4 moſt 
| juft and ig God be bib © 
be juſt 19 himſelf, to be infinitely concerned 
1 of his own! Name, to inviola- 
bly maintain the Rights and Prerog aver of 


Dein, not ſuffering them to be cranes upon 
by ſorry worthleſs Creatures, with impun panty 
- fal 


and w e ahiends, 5 Ne- never 
rendring to every one according to what is 
fitting and right. This Rightcouſneſs of God 
_ as in the 8 a Bo 
-upon finally impenitent Sinners, fo in the Re- 
demption and Salvation of the People of God 
even when he 


Righteouſneſs, without Works, to him 
#7 Ta on Jeſus; but tho? this te 
ice 


Juice and Righteouſneſs 
Y y TT Ts 
Pauls Miniſtry, (becauſe the Chrifiian Scheme 


th 
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can by no means be explained without a juſt 
Account of this Divine Perfection) yet it is not 


the EEO ſpoken of in the Text. . 
| Our Lord Feſus Chriſt, has acted the part 
of a Surety for Sinners. Having undertaken 


to be reſponſible for their Sins, and to procure 


Salvation for them in a way honourable to God, 
he has actually performed the Duty contained 
in the Law's Precepts, and endured the 
Puniſhments included in the Law's Threat= 
nings, for, and in the place of, guilty periſbing 
Creatures. This Obedience and Satisfaction 
of Chriſt, the Apoſtle Peter calls, the Righte- 
ouſneſs of our God and Saviour, 2 Pet. i. 1. 
Our Divines frequently term it, properly 

enough, his Suretiſbip Righteouſneſs ; but how - 
1 ſoever the knowledge of this Righte- 
79171 may be, to direct us in ſeeking to be 

juſtified by Chriſt, and, to give ſuitable relief 
to ouls, thoroughly convinced of the 
Evil that is in Sin, and the Sin that is in 


emſelves; tho' this Righteouſneſs was wit- 


nefſed by. the Law and the Prophets, and tho' 
it was much on the Heart of the Apoſtle a, 


* 


yet it muſt not be ſuppoſed to be the Ngo 
ouſneſs that he liſcourſed of before Felix wy. 


Sometimes this term Righteouſneſs, is put 
for the whole of the Duty that God requires | 


of Man, either as * a Rational Creature, 


in.» + 10 | 1 Fo 
or as he is 4 Sinner. So we : may underſtand 
it. Pal. N 3. 1 2 i. 29. and in many 
other Places. As: Sui is 0 the e 


duly Je in our Bellas * x fri 

Creatures, not excluding that Spirit of 

ficence which diſpoſes for doing good 10 s tho” 

Tae, to them v 57 the Houſtold of 
aith. This the good od. wile Apoſtle thought 

fit to diſcourſe upon, when called to ſpeak in 

the quality of a Chriſtian Miniſter, to.a Man 
who was chargeable with many Ads of Cruelty 
and Iijuſtice. 

Ki er of his Subjects, on the fame Occa- 
ſion, was Temperance or Sobriety., The Apoſtle 
inculcated not only an exact Equity, and a 

enerous Benevolence towards all theſe, but 
ſuch 42 ſober, temperate Behar ſuch an 
abſtinence from every unreaſons 85 Burt ful 
Exceſs, as Drunkenneſs, Glu han Debauche- 
„Oc. as becomes rational, think; 1 
Scripture recommends this Conſtellation of 
Virtues, Temperance, no leſs than the Righte- 
onſneſs before hinted at. It lays down many 


excellent Rules to this purpoſe, ſome of which, 
whoeyer 


« ee + + R — 


, . 


n! 
eber pleaſe, may read in Prov. \ vi. 6, 5,8 3 
1258 25, 26, 32. Ch, xxiii. 1, a, 3, 20, 21, 

30, 31. 2 Ch. v. 18. Col, il. 5. 
127% iv. 3 6, Sound Reaſon muſt ſub- 
| feribe to has 40 all the other ireQions, re- 

lating to Honeſt and Sobriety contained in the 
Old and New amen, one of the Excellen- 
cies of which is this, that it preſents us with 
a thoſt complæat Syſtem Morals. The Vices 
that are contrary to erance or Sobriety 
(98 ſame may be faid of all other Vices 400 
mmoralities) every reaſonable Perfon ſhould 
think himſelf concerned to flee from, with ab- 
horrence, both becauſe They are of 4 38 
; deſtrutive Tendency, and becauſe they are 
fenſroe 10 God; whog# while he Age us {of 
to make uſe of the Conveniencies and Daights 
that this World affords, as is reaſonable and 
neceſſary, may juſtly require us to uſe them with 
. Moderation and Sobriety. But be this ever ſo 
a- Reaſonable, Felis had been very Extravagaut 
le and 2 erate. If he was not guilty of the 
Sin Nature, (which may be a little 
ut ſuſpe 4 from the occaſional Mention one of 
al the Roman Hiftorians makes of him) tis cer. 
"ul tain that he lived in Adultery with Druſilla ſor 
le- ſeveral Years, This he was guilty of at the 
* time of his hearing Paul, who therefore took 
of occaſion to treat of Temperance, as well as 
e- | Righteouſneſs, and together with both Fe þ 


ny he * HAIRY, 0 on the 


E 
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[ta 1 
mont to come : A Subject ver 
e ned with the 5 — Ae 
can it ſignify towards rouzing the © Conſcience 
of a @ ſtupid Creature, and making him 
in good carneft concerned about his final State, 
if when reproved for his many Faults, he is 


not therewith convinced of a future ri hteous 


Judgment. Let him be told of his Iwjuſtice, 
of his Intemperance and Riot, of his Lymg and 
Swearing, or other Sms, ever ſo much, the 
thoughts of ſuch Sins will give him no conſi- 
derable Uneaſineſs, if he is not brought to 
conſider with himſelf that they are all commit- 
ted within the View of him who is the ſupreme 
. rightful Governour, * will be the righteous 
Judge of the World. The Word of God there- 
N and Conſcience awakened, not only charge 
him in regard to ſuch and ſuch Sins, art 
the Man, but ſummon him to appear and an- 
ſwer ſor them at the ſupreme Tribunal. The 
Scripture plainly aſſures 8 * every one 
give an Account to God, who 
Eknoweth the +a hit 4 " whither they 
will or no, muſt ear before "the Judgment 
Seat of Chriſt ; t, God twill bring every 
work 4 ud ner, with every ſecret thi 25 
whether it be C or whether it be Evi 
that, 145 Day i Ig ated by Gol 8 God, at 144 
Jill t orid in e s, by that 
Man « he has raiſed 6 
be will render to every one, when judged, 5 
cording to his M orks done in the "1 : _ 
Truths, 


Test and account for the Apoſtle 


| G ng 

3 relating to 1 217 eneral 
if attended to and 
tional t Perſon, T tend, by the bleſ- 
ling ef God, to impreſs him with the laſt de- 
gree of Concern about his future final Welfare, 


and 3 him for oy „ 
Cad, an aith in our Lar gk 

auf don t propoſe a ag kr — 
important CE » 9 

5 


to inſiſt on ſuch a Subject as this, be win the 0 
2 mentianed in the Text, in the hearing of 
lin, 

2 to the Phraſe in the Text, Judgment to 
The word Judgment is often put either 

for a ; Sentence paſſed on a 1 upon ſome 

8 and Tryal of his Caſe, or for his 

dealt with in * way Indneſs or Se- 

hoes agreeably to ſuch a Sentence. Accord- 


ing to theſe different Significations of the Word 


Judgment, the Phraſe Judgment to come, muſt 
denote either the Rewards and P uniſhmonts of 
a Life to come after this, or, the formal, [0+ 

lemn, judicial Froceſs, to be managed and car- 
ried on by God's Incarnate Son at the Great 
Day, when having raiſed up the Dead by his 
Divine Power, and brought all of Mankind to 
appear before him as their Judge, he will take 
due zance of their Caſe, convict each Per- 
ſon 12 | 
nounce him Guilty or Righteous; in conſe- 


quence 


by 7725 | 


own Conſcience of what he is, pro | 


1 . TOR? 9 * , , he 285 
. - * 
ö „ 1 
. 


quence of all which, he wicked: 


. 595 mr the Scripture elſewhere calls the 
ment 


of it it; the General Judgment, becauſe all Per- 
ſons of eve Age, Sex, Condition, and Time 


of the Yd , muſt be coricerned therein ; the 
Judge 


Eterna ment, becauſe the State of evety / 

Perſon j Judged, will be thereby fixed and ſet- 

tled for 

Text, the _ to come, Why ? 1. To 

expreſs the Reality and Certainty of it. What: 
Ever profligate Sinners think of it, whether 


they will believe or conſider it or no, a Reckon- 


Time, and a Judgment Day will come. 


T e Father, indeed, judgerh no Man, in a for- 


mal, wiſible Way, bat e hath committed all 
Judgment, of that kind, to his Son in onr Na- 
ture, who, as ſurely as be has all Power in 
Heaven and Earth given him, will come again 
down to our World, to act the Part o 
Univerſal Judge. If the Pſalmiſt ſaid, Pal 
cxliii. 2. O enter not into judgment with thy 
Servant, we muſt not underſtand it a Deſire 
that he might have no Concern with God, as a 
| dee udge, or that he might be excuſed 
earing before the Fudgment Seat of Chriſt 
at a the reat Day : what the meant 
that” be might not be condemned 


onl 
by ho 6 Jags th that Ga would not deal ee 
him 


all g ab. a 
into everlaſting Pumiſbment, and the Tiohttous 
into Life eternal. This Procedure of the Great 


NOW Aa: robably for the 
-. Impo aan 4. ranſactions ws 105 rn 8 


this Procedure A called in the 
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take thee, e 


Man once. 10 die, 

Let, 2. The ] e 

tale Place Auri th ig pr, ent } 
Scripture theſe. e. two, 7 


IVorld, and tat gu come, meaning by 
mer, e 88805 ns 
to « 


will e ( 
+ Matt. Kii. 


. iſt ip 's rol 
32. It fball not be. for. either in t 
World, or in the | Hall come. the BY 
of Men are not forgiven in the preſent Ly 


neither. will they be forgiven hereafter,..in = 
the ſecond. 


World, which 1s to ſucceed. the 


of Chriſt, whoſe 1 Sentence, in reſpett 


to every one, W ding to the 


3. This Judgment of which ye Text ſpeaks, 
may be called the Judgment to.come, by way 


of Hullgthion from ſome ay 1+ 


udgment, 


ſhure of 5 85 whey | 
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that. believeth not, 1s. condemned al, 


they, in the Conſciences 
 Chrift may be ſaid to erect 


in Oppoſition 


Jude the People, reward or puniſh them by 


os, bur 10 formal 
ons: - God. ras ud 
zin and by bis written Word, which records 


His Sentence of Abſolution in Favour of ſome, 
and his ing Sentence others. In 


regard to this, Chrift ſays, _— MY 


Ce 


There ir likewiſe the 


Which ſome Enthuſiaſts have talked of, to ex- 
_ clude a future ſolemn Judgment of the World, 


by Chriſt. He ir come to 7 


1 1 tho 
4 Tribunal i in the 
Conſciences of Men, this is not defign'd to 


Ear er coming (at ſome future 
fince ſettled by the Will of God, tho 


e to us) to 25 „and pronounce the 
ere wks tit lane? in a more 
folemn pompous Way than ever before. 
Again, a righteous Gd j eth at 14 ſent by 
his Providence, as 5 by the Sentence of 
his Word, and the excuſing or RR Con- 
ſciences of Men. In Tk to that, 
ins Providence, God is ſaid to he ils Crew: 
tures, not only when he Corrects and Puniſbet 
them, butwhen he Appears and "As for th then 
to Enemies or Accuſers. . 


— 1 I. , Fug we O Lord, for I have walk- 
20. Plal. vii. 8: The Lord ſbali 


his Proyidence, as the Caſe requites: Jas, 


2 


2 N SNB . ³·¹ ¹wmͥ ĩ öĩF!! 


ay | 
ments. Iſai. xx. 9, When thy * agen ard = 


in an way y of Kin 


in the Earth, the Inhabitants of the World. 
weld, or ſhould, learn Righteonſneſs. Pſal. 
xxx vi. 6. Thy Judgments are a great Deep, 0 
Lord, thou preſerveſt Man and Heal. Rom. xi. 

33. How wnſearchable are his fudgments, his 


various providential Diſpenſations towards ſome, 
and others, and his Ways paſt finding out. What 
can be here, and in of He, meant by the 


Judgment of God, but bus various merri- 


mann 
ble to his Wor 
orerunners and Pre 
7 - be not by | 
at immediately; but » for lncarnate Son, 


who in-Conſequence- ob and by way of Re- 
ward for his moſt Humiliation, and 


Croſs, for the Redemption of Sinners, has 4 
Name him whieh-1s above every \ Name, 
an Honour and Dignity 'conferred upon him, 
which is indeed much too great for any mere 
Creature to partake of, in that as Man united 
to God; he is Regent of the whole 
Creation, and Judge of the World. What he 
will tranſact W 2 in that wry 
whic 


Obedient even — 1 


! | ed from whatever the Great God, as a righte- 
dur univerſal Judge, does at preſent, 
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Which is to come after this preſent, and which 


his Divine Power will raiſe on the Ruins of 


this, it is emphatically ſtiled the / 
is diſti 


come, and by ſuch a Deſcription, 


by tits 
Word (which Records the Sentence of bis Law 


. 0% ſt Sinners, and the gracious Charter of 


1 A in ' favour of penitent Belie vers) 
by the Voice of Conſcience, and by the Con- 
duc of his Providence. 


© Theſe then, were the Subjects of the 22 


Paul's Sermon in the hearing of 
Righteouſneſs, Temperance, and Judgment to 
come. Felix had been notoriouſſy Unjuſt 


and Cruel, therefore the wiſe and — 24 


was willing he ſnhould hear on the Subject of 
— e or Juſtice: and Equity towards 
8 elix did now live in Adultery; or at 


leaſt had done ſo, without gi ving any Proofs 


of Remorſe and Concern for it; for which 
| Reaſon, the Apoſtle took care to bring mto 
his Diſcourſe ſomewhat about Temperance, or 
Sobriety; and that he might look upon * 
ſelf as accountable or his Conduct, to bim who 
is the Lord and x ohh of all, he tells him 
lainly and faithfully of a 
Being more deſirous to , than to humour 
and pleaſe this unjuſt odge, this lewd Go- 
vernor, or to deliver, at leaſt, what had a ten- 
deney, by God's Blefling, to awaken his Con- 


ſcience, and do him 3 he ſeriouſly, but 
| without 


ture Judgment. 
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the Chriſtian Religion, then much talk d br 


nor the Goſpel, and I determine to know no 


| Heron he was much more concerned for the 


| — might think himſelf obliged not oo to. 


fent Hearers were better. able, to underſtand 
culiarities of the Goſp el, ot matters 4 Experts | 
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without doubt, decently admoniſhes him of ſome 
of his Vices, rr | 
— ſince Fælix had ſent for the paſte 
to hear ſomewhat of the Faith in Chriſt, o 


and by the moſt ſpoken againſt; Why did he 
not rather go upon, and confine "himſelf to the 


eat Things the Goſpel of Chriſt as to which 
he a Thing of the 2 oe is unto me if I preach” 


22 among you but Jeſus Chriſt, 0 him 2 
ciſied. Why did he not treat of the Ri 2 | 
2 of Chriſt, and e Y F. 205 _— 

load, rather than „lr 1e. or Honeſty RO 
— Mw? Why did he not diſcourſe - | 
about Regeneration, the Influences of the Spi 
rit, Salvation by Grace, or ſome ſuch pecu 
Articles of the Goſpel Revelation © To this 
the Anſwer is caſy. Whatever Vie ws Felix 
had in ſending for. the Apoſtle, the good 


onour of God, and the Salvation of precious 
ls, than for his own Advantage and Repu- 


deliver what was true, but pertinent, aſiect- 
ing, intelligible Ti ruths.. He choſe therefore, 
to diſcourſe on the Subjects mentioned. in the 
Text, rather than many ther; becauſe his pre- 


ſuch Subjects as theſe, than either the Pe 


11 ch 
Points, 


1 Rellgion; 55 becauſe a ank 


OE 


Wrath, which things, 


to). 


as it was wore to them, io 
— 2 — God's © — ) t an- 
ſwer a 4 good End, to awaken within 
them a ſenſe of Guilt, and a dread of Divine 


(I mean a conviction of 


I .. Guilt, and a dread of the Wrath of God due 


their Minds, would have prepared them 
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thing of that kind have been ſo apt to reach 
their guilty Conſciences, and make any one of 


a n * 


to Sin,) had they taken a — 150% hold 4 


hearken to the Meſſage of the Goſpel of Chrif, 
and to profit by Diſcourſes on auch Evangeli- 
cal and Experimental Subjects, as at preſent 
would have been unſuitable, becauſe myſterious 
and unintelligible. If the e. being more 
Zealous hes Dif creet, had preached to theſe 
Perſons, Fælix —— the Docuine of the 
Trinity, Juſtification by Chriſt, Salvation by 
re Sovereign Grace thro him, or ſome ſuch 


bject of the Goſpel Revelation, would any 


them to tremble? Would a treating on the 


Doctrine of the Bie 2 ce, have 


made Felix tremble £ Would a vo mo — 
z 4s 


eating Juſtification by the Faith of 
| 2 FA the Works of the Law, — 


ty Sinner, ſuch as Felix 8 a 


he ſame may be ſaid, as to the 


he 


God's eternal Eletion Salvation — free 4 


e g Mercy thro Chriſt, and ſeveral 
. t be mentioned. An in- 


Fling on ſach Jager in the of Per- 


* FEalir and Divjſta," 


the Wrath ts cm upon a wicked World, 


leading to endleſs 
Step towards the 


the Wrath to come, who are not convinced 


BB 


of them, and the abſolute 
parting from them, in order to his future 


have a Fendeney, if attended to, — 
conſi: to ks them | 
what will beeoine'of then By Gwen Ns 
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and Politeneſs, not were; mig 


Ae of Guile — Rianndy 


ſome ſerious concern to avoid the finfut Ways 
is one nece 
'Comverſion and Salvutiun 
a Sinner. For how can any de concerned about 
Peace with God, who. remain inſenſible of their 
Guilt ? How can any endeavour — on 


their liableneſs bo it for Sin How can the 

— Creature (as every one of Adam'sChil- 

Nature ) be made willing to forſake the 
ays he has gone on in, if he is not in- 

preſſed with a Perfwaſion of tho fatal ＋ 

of hide. 


pineſs. When, therefore, Miniſters have to do 
with ſuch as Felix was, —— that are very 
ignorant and inſenſible, and earnally fecure, NM 
ſhould be their firſt endeavour to —— * 
Principles, and to teach them ſueb Truths, "ad 
they are beſt eapable of underſtanding, and ab 


the zealous, faithful, diſcreet A; 
Pious Zeal ſhew'd itſeif in | 
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Opportunity given hm, by Divine Providence, 


ſomewhat of the Truths of God, to 

fach ignorant and vicious Perſons as Felix and 
| Druſilla; his faithfulneſs to God and Man, in 
# that he was to ſpeak for God, and 
ume to the Conſtiences f theſe eminent Per- 
W ſons, whatever Inconveniencies he might ex- 
W himſelf to by ſo doing ; his Prudence and 


Subjects, ſuch indeed as might at ſirſt make 
them not a little uneaſy, but had a T 
(if God would odd bis Bleſſing) to lead them 
- to Repentance, and ſo bring them to Salvation, 
: This Condudt of by Paul, did not proceed 
fm a irene to the gr Truths of the 


_ {or 7, was, on no _ occaſion, 


or — — thoſe im- 
portant 7 


1 Bret There never was u 


amore Sealous lover of Chriſt, than this A 
Phe; or one whoſe Heart was more deeply 


which is a cipal Subject of the G 
N. How full 4. his pille of 1 7 — 
Grace, which ſhows how much they lay 225 
4 Heart, and what a concern he had, not 

pſe the Glory of either of them; — 
— called * 
t Sinners, as his preſent Hearers are, he 
o 
the plaineſt Truths, and to aim at their ſtupid 
Conſcienoes, by reaſoning about the Righteouſ- 
nd Temperance, they had notoriouſly de: 


Viated 


ſcretion, in the choice of proper ſuitable 


efed with that free diſtinguiſbing Grace of | 


peak to ſuch vicious, and 
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they bad not coohidered'their'Concem, with, 
From hence we learn that 


fl 5 0 "6 
a Chriſtian Prrac 
to declaim eee, 
culcate the moral "Virtues that many Arn. + 
Is this too mean and lou an 
who ſpeak in the Name of Chit? cordial yl: 
is not, fince the gr — in im- 
tation of his Fad s aſter,” when Fre 
on Earth, was a Teacher of Morality, as 
well 2 the ö A eee s and D- 
ties $471 neſs towards. 
— at — and ſuch we —— Vir 
tues ought to be carefully cultivated by all 
who profeſs to be Chriſtians) If they are what 
the common Light of Reaſon diQates a ſtrict 
regard to, tis evident, that they ongbt to "be. 
preached by all "who call eves Chriſtiaw. 
Miniſters. ' However Zeatous =_ A 
Paul was for the great Truths of 7007 4 
and for directing convinced — bo Far 
Chriſt for Juſtification and Life, he thought ie it 
not improper, but highly 
Character and Office, as a Goſpel Mate, 
the 'firſt Rank, to recommend even 2 
ſuch Virtues as they had neglected, and ſuch 
— Conſiderations, as might tend to per- 
uade their becoming Virtuous and Neligious. 
yet they who call themſelves Preachers of the 
Gopel, and Minifters of Cbriſt, muſt ' by: na 
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and a Goſpel Miniſter, 
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ſately, or almoſt always on mera! Duties, their 
3 — —— with che 
my vation, publiſhed in 1 of 
than which nethrmg can. be ai, j | 
| ſary! to be known by f, „ Greatures ; and if 
| Miniſters were to 23 themſelves to ſuch 
awful awak ning 28 the '7ndgm 7 to 
cume, that od be — acting Agreeably 
to the 5 Ghrift to his Miz 
ſters, 70 r b heel — 3 — 
Deliverance to the Capti 


vet, and recovering 
bt to the Blind, to ſet at liberty — 
wt; d, and to — — 
— — 
to 3 rodigads ; at he will 
2 == in Mercy to every Soul who 
ior the nfl rn co im or _ 
t ighteouſneſs 
TED for he Ze of © The mol Cui 
If adapted to convinced Souls in — 
— —_ bo ch Pn and muſt be | 
frequently uſed ch Preachers as wou 
t their Hearers reſts in Moralty, no 
> than living in the neg het 3 
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whole 
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ption, | Guilt and Weakneſs, - 
Chit for the whole of their de 8 2 | 


noſe ab 5 and Temperance 
nt Vice, und in Commentatio 

of ores: a moral virtuous Behaviour, containing na- 

thing of the peculiar * of | 

are properly a preachingthe Goſpel, ar @ reach» 

ing of Chriſt. To preach Chriſt is — 
ſomewhat” of the great Truths-and Be of 

os ens Revelation, and * n 


Fee 


— Min 
ſador of Chriſte - - "> CL AMS 
Fro the legs himielf to the 


two — — Text, (as prolias 


bly be did) together with the Jud 

come, e muſt not ſappoſe, EET 
and Temperance, (even: — ed in 
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ae e too much, 
or in ſome other Inſtance of ſnarneſul Intem- 


Come who are tolerably Sober and 
ate, ar n 


it 

Some wbo are both Righteous and Ten 

8 are not ſo upon the Princi- 
Leue a 7 Judgment to come. 1 

for fear of t Puniſhmerits or Niſ= 


they | 
Eee againſt Dpunkards, Whoremongets, 


and other riotous Sinners: Yet if Perſons are 


both Righteous and Sober, if they are ſo with 
a View and Regard to a future ccount, this 


will not prove them to be truly Reli 
For as every truly good Man, is a juſt ed Man 
juſtified in the ſight of God 5 dhe Tach of 
dt e muſt include in nr 
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Tem and yet be 
Wen baſe Luſt, in which Caſe, 
Ck Way, as diſpleaſing to the moſt Holy 


is this Callan which the Apoſtle diſtinguiſhes 


thority and Wi the Great God, as our So» 


| a. we 40, whether ue eat or 


therefore the good poiſe in bis preaching 
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tance. Beſides, a Man may be Honeſt in lis A 
Beata ſo far as others can obſerve, and | 
or de- 
| 
| 


he muſt be accounted a Stranger to true Reli- 
gion, which teaches a mortifying of every Cor- 
of the Heart, and a diſlike to every 


One. Again, True Religion, includes not on- 
a lroing Righteou fly towards Men, and S- 
25 , but Godly too. Titus ii. 12. Now what 


from Righteouſneſs and Sober Liuing ! It con- 
ſiſts in a love to God as Cad, a Fear. of God 
as God, an humble ge in God as God, with 
a juft reg ard to 13 
, As. Faber means f tonves wit 
44] and an acting even in the common BA. 
neſs of Life, and in the Duties that reſpet# 
others our ſelves, with a-view to the.:At-" 


vereign Owner and Lord, Who requires us to 
live oh rather than to ourſelves, e 3 
OT: | 
God, H 
2 be- 
fore Felix, 1 himſelf to the Virtues f 
e and heres, e- ARE 
e ond that 1 
every one 45 a rational P 
live in the Exerciſe of: Ha 


— mens 


y thing elſe, to do it to the Glory 
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unreaſonable, and that is on ho-Aerorne fitting "1 
and neceſſary; , eee 
but what is unbecoming e Di "WM 
The Operations e Spanit of e 
to the converting and ſaviag of Sinners, are a- 

to this Maxim, And ble to the 
Natures of rational intelligent gents. If he 
convinces us of Sin, makes us to ſee the ma- 
lignity, folly, and unreaſonableneſs of it, it's 
that we may be willing to forſake it, and 
earneſtly deſirous of being ſaved from 410 H 
the Word of God i m of the-deantyinl 
Holineſs, and excellency of true Religion, it i, 
that we may incline to it, and chooſe a being 
ſeriouſly Religious, rather than the 1 
and Profits of a fading 
Word and 4 Gab 


wor 


that we may hereupon feet — | 
Cbri ee e 


ro FT r eren mer 


ity of God's holy righteous Law for Sinners; to | 
> of procure Pardon and Peace with Gad for them; 
is | 4nd ſeek to Gad a5 carneftly for. TY 4 
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to give us a Title thereto. In like manner, when 
the ſite Paul would perſwade Felix, and 


La, to the love and practice of ſuch Vir- 
mines as Righteouſneſs and Temperance, he rea- 
i Toned about them, arguing, as we may ſup- 


of ſuch 


pa the obligation and excellency 
zrtucs, 


P g a Life ro come after this, and a future 
General Judgment, in which the unrighteous, 
the Intemperate, and all impenitent 
will be called to a ſtrict Account by Gd, 
:whoſe Power none can withſtand, whoſe No- 


tice no Sinners can eſcape, and whoſe Hatred 4 


Sew is as great as it can poſſibly be. 
hen are three pri 22 1 of preaching, 
2 we conſider it as to 


the e pal W Way, and the e- 


. which I call-fo dor DiſtinQicn's fake, is when a 
Preacher confines himſelf to ſuch rational Argu- 
- ments, as may influence thoſe who do not belieye 
the Scripture 

do aſſent to it, and thoſe who are 8 
Experimental Religion, as well as them who are 


{well acquainted therewith. The ſcriptural Way 


| n for proving ſome Truth, or 
rging ſome point of Practice, produces Text 


"of Gecdptune Suififach A pemalice 


I; other 


aud GanQifying Influences of his Holy: Spinie, 
which are as WEIR 
of true Bleſſedneſs, as Juſtification by Chris 


and ſhewing the Reaſonableneſs of ex- 


perimental Way. The rational Way, or, that 


Revelation, as well as thoſe who 
to 
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duced: by the: Preacher, for gaining and ecu- 
ring his Point. Thus the A ſtle Paul, for 


Galat.. iii. 2. This: only would I learn of e | 
recerved ye the Spirit by the works of the 
or by the bearing of Faith, i. e. whereas you. 
now- partake of excellent Spiritual Gifts and 
Graces, which once you knew nothing of, have 
you attained thoſe Gifts and — of the Spi- 
rit of God, by means of having the Doctrine 
of Tuſtification by Works preached to you, or 
by o 
for, - Juſtiſcatiun y Faith. "ip ” 4 
Each of theſe three Ways of preaching has 
its Uſes: tho! different, they are not nta. 
dictory and oppoſite to each other; ſo that call 
three of them may, with P and Ad van- 
LIED 2 A 
reacher may, to rpoſe, bring 
into the ſame Serm Roy if l Hearers 
ae Profeſſors and Believers of Revealed Reli- 
) Sentiments and Arguments diſcoyerable 
the light of Nature; ſuch as are : 
ſcriptural; and ſuch as arc atteſted by the Er. 
of C as well as the written 
ord of God. For, tho' matters of pure Re- 


lation, and matter of Chriſtian 1 
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could never have been gif oberen by cn Rew- 
for of — er Cad yer whe 
| they are nee made known, 
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——— GO Coranſons 
of the three Manners of preaching, I have hin- 
ted at, in every Sermon he delivers. In ſome 
Caſes, the Firff may ſeem moſt expedient, as 
She he tis yddo with Gach: an one as the Ne- 
kx ſpoken of in my Text: At other times he 
may think himſelf concerned to make uſe of all 
three, however, not to neglect the ſecond and 
third, whatever uſe he may chuſe to make of 
the firſt. In the Verſe preceding my Text, 
Felix ſends for Paul, and hears him concern- 
ing the Faith in Chrift. Having heard ſome- 
what of one Je Wy „ by 


dis Miniſters, he was willing to hear ſome far- 
ther Accounts of it from the Mouth of Paul, 


whom, notwithſtanding his loaded with 

the heavieſt Accuſation by the ſpiteſul 'bigot- 
ted eus, — — 
Perſon. For having 
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as to che Faith in Chrif, or the Doftring 
ceming Cbriſ, which he was; D ſtren 
22 and fo zealous a Preacher of. When 


the Conſcience of this wicked great Man. 5 


Falix mi 


ae 


gued with Felix, on on Subjects mentioned 
in the Text, which he knew to be ſuitable.to __ 
Fzlix's, 8 and: as. ok kely as s any. e 


1 


d oftle. had this O 
Preac the Truths 
was willing, if he 


ttunity given him to 
Chriſt before be 


form his Jud but to try at awak 
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therefore, for the fake of . F cha. his Curio- 


ſity, he touched ſome principal Articles of the 


Goſpel of Chriſt, that he might knoy / in ſome 


ſo angry at and prejudiced againſt: "If he did 


not altogether waye. a. diſcourfing on ſome of 
the Peculiar 2575 of the Chriſtian Faith, that ſo 


this 1 — 1 — for Rebellion or 

ox any . 
lon. Kabel Subjects; and Whether it deſer- 
ved the N and Hatred of the Jews, 
its moſt bitter Enemies and Perſecutors; if, for 
ſome ſuch. Reaſons as theſe, Paul omitted not 


to give Flix ſome Informations of the Chriſtian 


B yet, either by way of Introduction 


en or after his touches upon har, in forge 


of hys.] Diſcourſe or, other, he diſtinctiy and 
ſely (but not without pe 


throughout his Diſcourſe) -ar- 


could, to improve AT, for Y 
 Fehix's good. He was deſirous not only to in- 


Meaſure; what it was that the World Was then 


contrary. to the Duty of ; 


t judge whether the embracing,of 
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propoſe? He knew that he had been i 


ouſneſs, Temperance, and Judgment to 


| neſs of their embracing his 
ing his Followers. It may be, while the Apo- 


1 
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. 3 
pon, to touch his Conſtience, incline 


could fix u 
Him to a oral Conduct, and, by the bleſſing 
of the good Spirit of Gb, dilpeſe him not 
only to abandon lis ices and become a good 
Tovernr, . 


and valuable End could the 


thental to convert as great Men as Felis ws 
and Perſons as unlikely once to | 
Diſciples of Chrif as either of his preſent Heats 
ers now was. He knew too, that in order to 
the Converſion of theſe Sinners, *rwas not e- 


_ hough to give rp tree Ap tow Pro nb 


Chriff, and that it was not ſo 
with endeav to convince them ofche 1— 


2 of 


vine Mi ſits, and the truth of Chri- 
fliauity. He aims therefore at awakenitig with- 
in them a ſenſe of Guilt, and making them 


coriterntd about their State God-ward, in order 
to which he reaſons with them about Re- 
ome 
that 1 


ee Stn e 


Hould . den Angy, H. 
— of an 


the ous Ju 
ly God, he might - 9 to ſet 

it beter them 05 cue who che to be the 
roof oily of Sinners, and the reaſonable- 
and becom- 


Ale was reaſoning upon the third of the Sub- 
3 he might therewith 


ſpeak 
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5 Pitch by the 3 Alices of the 
Sirit Cod, which 8 np not ies of ee 
ing him̃ for a moſt clear, cing De- 


oration, of all the 5 ples DE Natural 


5 Religion, while it gave him'a moſt 
five 
Abilities to defend the Goſpel againft all man- 


ner of Opponents, and to Neal K it ths, =, v7 


Wor in ſpight of all manner of Op 


emed to look 
an, He, certainly, 125 not think ih 


the Je 45 who. were _- for 
narur "ſpightfal," ort 8 Wicked 
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tion them. Howeyer, Tælix might, 
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require them to retioutie thei? Reaſon; but ra 


ther to make a better iſe of it cha ever; that - 


he himſelf as a Chriſtiat and Preacher of the 


Goſpel exerciſed his' Reaſon and was diſpoſel | 
to act on truly rational Pri es; that he had 


examined Matters to the — Himſelf, and 
pretended to no Divine Inſpiration that forbad 


himſelf or his Hearers to think and act as be- 


comes rutional Perſonsi Now was this EN 


thufraft lite? Did not his rguing on the Point 
er With his R 


mentioned, togeth to the 
cops Tertullus which Feliz wr been an 
of, tend to incline Cali to ſuppoſe that 


Paul was no more a d*eived Enthuhaft that's 
poſtor, and that, ogy 


heat and Im 
the Inſinuations of the Lene aher 
a Man of good Senſe, Learni 
CE — 
miſter was wort by 
quired after and impartially eee 
rational unde bnd 
But 1 ſhall? ay ns more as to hot. 
manner of Preaching in the hearing 
unleſs Totiewhat further” —2 
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this . Felix the Governor df uubn 
at 2 * 
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Perſon? 2 | 


it made him Tremble: As he: —— Rigs 
&ce. Felix trembled;- How und. 


: 03581 3 
of Gel peschd by Paul the Chriſtian. Thi 

t Perſon, this chief Man in the Province of 
Falle udea at that time, was: ſeized with no 
nail concern and fear upon attending to 
Paul Reaſbnings about Righteouſneſs, Tem- 
perance anda future Judgment. The Scripture 
- reyrals to us but one way. 10 Salvatiom It 
does not tell us of a more rugged difficult Path, 
which the meaner Sort muſt walk in, and an 
eaſicr ſmoother Way, in which the Great and 
Honoumble of the World may attain Eternal 
Lic. Ghyift bas told us, Matt. xvi, 24. 
am Man will come me, whether he be 


A A odd or honourable. in the 
orld, e. mut dar bimſl, and 1ake up the 
4. 


towards (od, 
e e e eſus Chriſt, in order 
to which there muſt be ſame Conviction oſ 

Gin, ond ou 


Sin, and ſome Fear of Divine Diſpleaſure, are 
— 2 one and the other. The great 
the World, 


e 
tum to God from every ſinful Way, muſt 
pexiſh; ag well as and meaneſt what- 
ever. 


cept. they Repent, and 
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henſive if Gong" Tavalida;b nteſtine 
popular Commotions? did he dread! a being 
d from His 
of His Province ſhould end Accufations againſt 
him, to the Senate at Rome? No, It was not 


the Wrath of 'Ceſi, or the Anger of any 


Man, but 'that' of a'God, which he was now 
fearful of. This Trembling of Felis what did 
Rs ner #f 15 . tice aud Int 
s of the Inuſtice 

vals he had 4 ek 7 and 8 
His Comſciente told Rum, > Had not beet the 
juſt ind virtuous Perſon it decathe Rim to be. 
bee. Apprehenſions n 1 5 


ndgment ere Aua 1 
liableneſs to the Aer arr of ry | 
Supreme Judge, for the Sins which he had © 
allowed himſelf in, "and for his want of the 
Virtues which Paul aſſerted and proy'd' the 
Obligations N ledge ANN * Fulir _ 

thing to the preſent Doftine 
this Chriſtian en aut had gens 
that which Felix with all his learning 
not reply to. His Conſtience' old. Ne pi eur that 
Pani had Reaſon and Truth on his Side. 
There is a Judgment to come, in which u- 
juſt and intemperate Sinners will be condemned 
the Judge of the World, ſaid Paal; Them 
rh the Mis, thou art liable to this righteous 
e for ſuch and ſuch Sins, 0 
Conſeienoe. Obferve, — 45 
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, or leaſt the People 
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t. It is not ſaid that ruſilla trembled, but 
Tale rembled ; oy Pied not” the Woman 

tremble as well as the Man? ſte was an Hearer 
of Paul as well as Felix, yet no mention is 
made of nher trembling; but only of hir, Which 
was owing not to her being a more virtuous 
Perſon than Helix, but to her having ſinned 
againſt better Means. of Knowledge, and hav- 


ing contracted a greater hardneſs of Heart than 
be as yet had done. She was a Jeweſs,” and he 


an Heathen. \-She had ſinned againſt ſomewhat 
of the Light of God's. Word, as well as that 
of — Conſcience. One would therefore 
think that ſhe ſhoufd have trembled rather than 
Be, or at leaſt whatever, Helix did, that he 
ſhould have been ſtruck with ſome Terror at 
hearing of the Judgment ts come, on ſuch im- 
moral lewd Penfons: as ſhe could not but know 


. herſelf to be. But in all likelihood the Caſe 


Vas this: Draft lla, by ſinning againſt. greater 
Light, or better Means of Knowledge, than 


Felix bad enjoy d, had contracted a inore 


ſtared Conſcience, and ſo was not ſo liable to 
be impreſs d with a ſerious affecting Diſcourſe, 
28 Felix at een was, This is what con- 


tinued Sinnin 


againſt Knowledge always 
tend to, and often lead to; eſpecially. continued 
Sinnings againft both the Light of N 
that of Revelation. Druſilla, the wicked 
Feweſs, had as much, nay greater Reaſon to 


fear and tremble than Falix the vicious Hea- 
then had, becauſe they who go on in rebelling 


againſt 
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the Philoſophers had argued 
World, 20 . | 
of Morality, but had never heard any Thing 


Our Lord cenſuri 
and they being co 


againſt the Light of Divine Revelation, as well 
1 natural Conſcience, are liable 
to a heavier Condemnation, and a hotter Hell, 
than they who having the Word of God hidden 
from them, are only chargeable with acting 
contrary to the Law and Light of Nature, 
which was the caſe of Falix; yet he trembled, 
while /be remained ſtupid and unaffected, Had 
it not been ſo with her, tis reaſonable to ſup- 
that Notice would have been taken of 
er concern as well as that of Felix; Druſilia 
therefore was Sermon Proof; the, like many 
other Sinners, long hardened by going on in 

finning againſt Light and Knowledge, was 
able to hear an awful affecting Diſcourſe 
againſt prevailing Immoralities, and about the 


Judgment to come, without any ſuch Concern 


and Terror as affected the Mind of Falix; who 
it may be was not ignorant of what ſome of 
about 4 future 


udgment to come, and in fa vour 


com ** _=_ 2 convincin 1 and 
pungent Reaſonings of our inipir d Apoſtle. 

2. It is not ſr, that Felix mild add rag d 
againſt the Preacher, but, he Trembled. Some 
are ſo hazd'ned and abandon'd, that they will 
rail at the Man whom they can't confute, and 
rage againſt the Truths that they can't fairly 
reply to. So did the Phariſces, Zuke xvi. 123. 
the Sin of Covetouſne 

jous to ſuch a Sin in them- 
G ſelycs, 


* 


weir Gaile 
of humbly cooling 


12 42 
ſelves, or not ably. 
in that Reſpect, i 
1e the Conſequences of it if not 
repented of and forſaken, they deride and 
make a Jeſt of what Our Lord ſpake con- 
cerning it. So when the Adverſaries of Ste- 
phen were not able to reſiſt the Wiſdom and 
the Spirit by which he ſpake, inſtead of yield- 
ing to the Force of his Arguments, or dread- 
ing a continued Oppoſition to the Truth vin- 
dicated 2 him, 1 0 —4 . — 
him with ainſi Moſes 
God. —_—Y 9, = 11. but Felix, a 
preſent, was not ſo diſingenuous as that came 
When Paul preached the Fruth home to 
his Conſcience, he l not rail and ſtorm at him 
himſelf, or encourage the Jews his Enemies to 
endeayour to ſupport their Charge him, 
ver. 5. He did not rage againſt the Apoſile 
| becauſe he was unable r re/eſt the Wiſdom and 
the Spirit by which he ſpake, but like a Man 
of ſome 1 that was diſpoſed to yield 
old 


deny 


to the Force of rgument, * Trembled 
at the Word and Tr ruths hoo God preached 
* him. 


| . Neither is it t ſaid, that Felix carp'd and 
| cavill'd at what the Apoſtle offer d, but he 
Trembled, Some who won't rail and rage 
againſt a Minifter of Chriſt when he touches 
their Conſciences, yet will take upon them to 
find fault with what he ſays ; if they cant 
gina the e they will carp at ſome 0 


___: Pn. - 
fe& in the Manner of his ſpeaking it: And 
ſometimes the poor ſorry Creatureg will endea- 
vour at an 2 — ſome part of his 
Matter; but ſo did not Fælix, who, as a Man 
of Senſe, and a learned Education, might per- 
haps have hammer d out ſomewhat more ſpe- 
cious and plauſible, in oppoſition to Pauls 
Reaſonings, (had he endeavour'd it) than many 
of our modern Cenſors of Sermons are capable 
of, who will be ſnarling at what a Miniſter of 


the Goſpel delivers, agreeably to plain evident 


Truth, becauſe it tends to -convince them of 
Guilt, or reproves the Vices they have no 
heart to forſake. Many meer Ignoramus's will 
take more upon them in a Way of carping and 
finding Fault with a ſerious, ſolid Diſcourſe, 
than the polite and learned Fælix did, fo far as 


we find in the Account which the Text gives 


of him. I ſpeak not every Hearer's 
judging for himſelf, with M and Humi- 
lity, as to what his Miniſter preaches to him 
as well as what he finds in Books. 1 Theſ. v. 
21. Prove all things, hold faſt that which is 
o. Whatever you read or hear from any 
an, conſider it ſeriou ſſy, and try it by the 
Word of God. Let no Man take this Liberty 
from you. But is there not a great Difference 


between acting the Part of a Rational Perſon, 


modeſtly examining what is propounded to hi 
and acting the Part of a Caviller, an ill natur d 
peviſh Cenſor, taking upon him (as the Manner 
of ſome is) to arraign 5 Solidity or Pertinency 

I 2 of 


| bf evident Truths which be cant, with any 


an Heathen Flix, while he attended to the 


fected and unconcern'd, but the Trembled. Some 


plain ſearching 
cerned. What a Difference is there between 


won't endeavour to keep awake, and lend a 


| that demand the utmoſt Seriouſneſs, to laugh 
and ſtare about, as tho' they wou'd fignify to 


and the Great God for whom, and by whole 
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ſhew of Reaſon, oontradict, eaſy becauſe 


happen to be cloſe and or been 


they are ſpoken by one whom he is di 
quarrel and find fault with, All ſhould be- 


ware of ſuch a Spirit and Temper as this, They 
who give way to ſuch a Diſpoſition while the 
Truths of God are ſpoken by any of his Mini- 
ers, are leſs hopeful and promiling than even 


to 


Reaſonings of Pal ſo as to Tum. 
4. It is not ſaid, that Fælix remain'd unaſ- 


who will neither rail and rage agai inſt a Chriſtian 
Preacher, nor take upon — to cavil at the 


Truths fo ſpoken by him, do how- 
ever hear what he ſays unaffected and undon. 


what is related of Fælix in the Text, and the 
cuſtomary Behaviour of too many in the Time 
and Place of hearing? Some will fall aſſeep, or 


due Attention to what a Miniſter delivers in 
the Name and from the Word of God. Others 
can allow themſelves, in Places and at Tames 


all preſent, that they regard not, and look upon 
themſelves as not concern'd with what is 
What an affront this both to the Servant of 
God ſpeaking, the Truth itſelf ſpoken by him, 


Authority 


45 1 


ny | Authority he peaks it? Let; aus betuve it 

| thus in a Place of Worſhip, and at a 
r | 
to cating and arguing with them fx their Grinet 
be- Aae who would not be reckon'd very un- 
Rey — and not only Perſons of a tuſtick, 
the clownith, Behaviour, bur Deipiſers of Gad, his 
ven ſham'd out of Ce indecent and wicked a Car- | 
the | riage, by the Account in the Text of 
Feu, who had he not ſerioufly and carefully 
naf. | attended to the. Apoſtle's — cou d not 
ome | have been ſtruck with them as we find he was, 
tian in that inſtead of raging, or cavilling, or ſneer- 
the ing, or ſhewing any Way an Inattention, and 
ow- Diſregerd while the Apotil reaſon'd with him, 8 
C he Trembled. + | <2 "cl 
CEN What was this preſent Concern of Felixom- 
the ing to? Leaſt it ſhould ſeem and un- 
[ime WY accountable to any (as indeed it was re- 
D, or markable,) I will endravour to account for it 
ad a ns. In che firſt Place, when Helix ſent for 
s in Tau, that he might hear from him ſomewhat 
thers | conceming the Chriſtian Faith, Preached by 
mes bim, he to have been a little pro- 


Appears 
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good Opinion which Felix entertain 
| poſe which put him into a Diſpoſition to 


. ected — * moſt 


ence of any, As i i he pn of Gag te 
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t, to hearken to what he — 


| — 2 took care to ſelect proper affecting 


Subjects, and to Reaſon upon them in ſuch a 
clear, convincing, engaging Manner, as none of 


the Philoſ, hers were ever capable of, *twas 


hardly poſſible for him to be al Unaf- 
feed; and he was the more ſo, becauſe the 


powerful influence of the Divine Spirit accom- 
pany'd the Truths ſpoken on this Occafion ; 


the Reaſonings of Paul made Felix tremble '? 
The Anſwer is this, It was owing partly to the 


the 


attend Seriouſly to his Diſcourſe, partly to the 
affetting tendency of the Subjetts diſcours'd on, 


2 — ſolid, clear manner bf the 
| wy” re = them, but chiefly to the 
| Pauls endeavours, the ope- 


—_— * — of the good Spirit of God, 


Vuhich might make ſuch pertinent affecting Sub- 


as theſe mentioned in the Text, to reach 
the Conſciences of the moſt ſecure Sinners, 
though inſiſted on in a much meaner way than 
the great —_ was capable of, while with 
out his Bleſſing — it cannot be 
2 Truths, deliver- 

in the moſt aging manner, and reaſoned 
mn the "Tok, ner vous WAY 7 
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1, | turns the Hearts of rebellious Sinners by meam 

d of the Goſpel, ſo it is the Spirit of God that 

& || brings ſecure thoughtleſs Sinners to be con- 

a || cerned about their State, and afraid of the 

of Þ}| righteous Judgment of God by means of the 

as | Law, or ſuch Subjects as hinted at'in 

f | the Text, preached to them. In regard to 

e |} this part of his Office, he is called the _ of - 

n- | Bondage, Rom. viii. 15. He works as a Spirit of 

1; | Bondage, ſometimes without ding to 

at Work as a Spirit of Adoption, i. e. he ſtrikes 
„ | the Minds of Men with a ſenſe of Guilt, and | 


ſo makes them afraid of Divine Vengeance, 
without eyer turning their Hearts and making 
them true, ſincere Chriſtians. It was not there- 
fore, ſo much, or ſo properly the force of Pauls 
Reaſonings meeting with a preſent attentive 
Diſpoſition in Fælix, that brought this Hearer 
of the Apoſtle 'to'Tremble, as the Divine Ope- 
ration of the Good Spirit, without which, the 
moſt ſtrenuous Endeavours of the beſt Men 
could hardly produce ſuch an Effect as this. 
If it be ſaid, did Fælix do well to Tremble ? 
Or was there any Occaſion for this ? I anſwer, 
Ves. His Trembling was Reaſonable and Juſt: 
When ſuch Subjects as theſe are argued to a 
Sinner's Conſcience, why ſhould he not Treme 
ble and continue fearing too, unleſs the pardo 
ing Love of God was immediately to manifeſt - 
itſelf to his awakened Mind; and even in 
that caſe he ſhould rejoice with Trembling, 
Fſal. ii. 11. Serve the Lord with Fear, and 


rejoice 


s 
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rejaice with Trembling. If you have reaſon: to 
hope that your Sins are pardoned, your Joy in 
the Lord muſt nevertheleſs be attended with 
an Holy awe of God, and ſuch a Concern not 
to be miſtaken in a matter of the greateft Im- 
ortance, as puts you upon renewed Frials of 
TE rs — 
N a e Teoptery If it does, 
Why are he Wark of G2. reſeyted as 
Pleaſant, and his Paths faid to be Peace? I an- 
fwer True —_ Le not, in the nature of 
it, tend todifcompoſe or frighten 1 0 
_ any who are Owners and Foſſeſſors of it. 
ag A qe to aſſure the Soul of its m—_ 
in jt, and by that means, to inſpire it 
ant rank; 8 ing Satis- 
action than the ways of Sin can Let 
when the Conſcience of a Guilty Creature is 
awakened, and he is con vinoed of his har- 
ing been very Irreligious, and of his liableneſs 
to the Righteous Judgment of God, how | can 
he avoid 'Frembling ? Will not a rational Per- 
fon apr Tremble, if he fees — 
to be judged and condemned by a Sin in 
God 7 Now this was the Gale Of Heis, which 
may give me Occafion to obſerve as follows. 
1. Simmer may be comvinced and awakentd, 
in ſome meaſure ſo far convinced and awakened 
as to Tremble, who have not as yet feen' Siu at 
Sm, who are not as yet thor y and fuffic- 
ently ſenſible of the evil, abominable netuee 
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original Guilt and Pollution. He di not 
Fhimſelf to be @ Child of Wrath by Nature, 6 
a Sinner from his as eyery one firce f 
Fall of Alam . is. For, u 
bring a clean Thing + 2 r one, 
Job xiv. 4. Bey 41 of dür 
the repenting ke Pſa. 1 5. Bebold 
Twas ſhapen in Iniquity and i Sin did my N. 
Ther concerve me, which teaches us, that 
ru pt Nature is the cauſe of all actual Sins, and 
is 5 be acknowledged and bewailed and re- 
od ven the Children of 
es, tho converted and forgiven, thu 
ar with Shame and” ſelf As 
that they were, Nature or from thel it Bi 
to be the Chil hildren of Adam, 
Wieth as well as others, and eq 
them who finally Pei, Epbe. . 3. BU 
the Reaſonings of Paul {6 far enlighten N 
as to convince him of this? Did he Trembt 
| becauſe he ſaw Sin to be fo Hateful, and Be- 
cauſe he felt his DO? NG the anrgi 
Micked as it really was? No. 5 nit Nerd, 
a a Stranger to the Corruption 788 
een d. ved of therevorng Gr of 
.though he Trembled: Which lets us Both 
the convincing Work of God's $ rit does not 
always Arad 9 inners ſenß- 
Nature as Faden fe 
lar Knowledge of what 


. 
wines, ſince the Great Auguſtin, call x 
S, Si, (of how mac Imporane b 
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hi not abſolutely neceſſary to the br 
. inful Creatures under « ſions Conorr 
a tho when they are once 
md bunt ce it may be no 
der M ers den ü 
rupt Source of all actual Tranſgreſſions, how 
Joever they were of it before. Little 
des that Man know 0 or of 
himſelf, who is not eaſil acknow- 
ledge. the Main of the of original i.” 
3. Sinners may be to tremble at the 
Word of God in ſome ſure, without being 
made to reflect on the particular Sin of Un- 
belief, in themſebves. whither they be or 
be not within the Sound and Hearing of God's 
Word, are guilty of an r Sin. I now 
ſpeak of it as it relates to Chr; Bee i 
of Salvation revealed in the re. With 

to how many have the > Minifiers of 
2 # reaſon to complain in the Words of the 
Prophet, who bath believed our. Report. Few 
do 6. believe the Report of the Goſpel concern- 
. er thereby to, a 
he is offer d, an accepting 
him tobe the heir Lok and 3 a conſent- 
ing to his Terms which are to this Purpoſe, 
any Man will come to me, 2 ths arp, if | 
ee Ar "= follow me, 59 0 
owly,. and Sadat in al 
the Will of my Father. N 
leaſt a prattical Unbeliever. — Our want of the 
true Lou aan 
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Minitry that 0 
2 ro . Pol of vils, this In 
Fa. as We may aſſert Sin to be, in that 


— If Felix was afraid of the Ju 
tho he was not c 


and injures a Being 
ely Excellent, in compariſon of whom a 
of Creatures is inconſiderable? — If 

to. the Cor- 
Blindneſs Ge 


Ss 


ws ond we fear, ar are not. Tex 
to hearken to, and 
„ and who have 


1600 as Table i oth 


tereſt in him who came not to fave 
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ere to Preach the Law home to 
W unwilling to har- 


toyery of the heinous 
2 5 


dicnce tn hen” 


with. © 


22 was.? "Why - 
doſt not thou Tremble ? Why art Baan 4 & 

tle concerned about what wi | he? 
for ever, and no more Leer of a ſaving 
any of V 
kind in their Sins, but 79 eve his People 7 
ther Sins ® © — 


If thou ſhouldeſt reg: Why do you tell mb 


Felix, and "join me with him 7 He Vas an | 
Heathen, I NR 17 

75 that I anſwer, (1 ) I thou art 4 Chriſti. 
an indeed, thou haft 9 reaſon to rejoice, and 
abundant reafon'to be thankful to a Gracious 
God who hath made thee to differ from Fzlix, 
from what thou thy ſelf once waſt, and from 
what moſt in the World are: — tis 151 
Grace of God the true Chriſtian is what 
1 Cor. xv. 10. (2.) If thou art 4 true, ſince 
Chriſtian, thou wilt love to hear the heatt- 
ſearching and awak'nibg Word of God. Br. 
ſhop Uſher once in a time of Sickneſs cried 
O that Mr. Thomas Hooker, one noted for 


cloſe -ſearchin 
©, powerful, heart-ſcarching i” Ons 


bour 
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true People of God? No. No more can Pro- 
feſſions of a regard to Chriſt prove the Truth 
of our Chriſtianity, and the Goodneſs of our 
State, if they are not attended with Love, Re- 
* Obedienſee. 

But 1am nat ſo Pike as Felix wes, Tom 

weable with ſuch Sins as he was Guilty of. 
— is is the Phari/aical way of Talking 
and Thinking, which we may 2 the Vani- 
ty of from our Lord's Parable of the Phariſes 
and the Publican. If thou art not actually fo 
Vile, thy State by Nature was as bad as Hir. 
Thou oweſt thy ay in any Reſpects better 
than him, not to thy ſelf, but to the kind Pro- 
vidence and the reftraining Grace of God, — 
'Tis Preſumption therefore to hope for Pardon 
and Salvation for 5 being leſs Vile than ma- 
ny others, or becauſe thou ſuppoſeſt thy ſelf to 
be better than many others. Since — Salva- 
tion of Sinners is of meer Sovereign Merey, 
through the Blood of Chri/t, Noe! muſt ex- 
pect to be Saved, becauſe they are not charge= 
able with the outward Acts of Sinning that 
many are Guilty of; neither need the worſt of 
Sinners to be diſcourag ed from ſeekin S after 
Salvation, and hoping * it as 4 free 
Divine Grace, if, whatever they jo” 
God has given them, a ſight of their Sinfalnes 
a diſlike to every Evil way, and a willingneſs 
to be Saved in the way of the Goſpel, which 
teaches us to walk in Chriſt's Steps as well ar 
to depend on him for Salvation; not to * 
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tue People of God? No. No mote can Pros | 
ſeſſions. of a regard to Chriff prove the Truth 
of our Chriſtianity, and the Goodneſs of our 
State, if they are not attended with Love, Re- 
9 Obedience.  ' 

But Jam not Pike as Felix 3 
eable with ſuch Sins as he was Guilty of. 
is is the Phariſaical way of Talking 


'R 


and Thinking, which we may jeard the Vani- 


ty of from our Lord's Parable of the Phariſees 
and the Paublican. If thou art not actually ſo 
Vile, thy State by Nature was as bad as /is, _. 
Thou oweft thy rm in any Reſpects betten 
than him, not to thy ſelf, but to the kind Pro- 
vidence and the ang Grace of God. 
Tis Preſumption therefore to hope ſor Pardon 
and Salvation for thy being leſs Vile than ma- 
ny others, or been thou ſu thy ſelf to 
be better than many others. ether Salvds - 
tion of Sinners is of meer N 
through the Blood of Chriſt, None muſt ex- 
pect to be Saved, becauſe they are not « 
able with the outward Acts of Sinning that 
many are Guilty of; neither need the _—_ of 
Sinners to be diſcouraged from ſee kin Se 
Salvation, and hoping 552 it as 4 free Gift of 
Divine Grac 
God has given [hos a ſight of their Sinfulneſs, 
a diſlike to every Evil way, and a willi 
to be Saved in the way the Goſpel, which 
teaches us o wall in Chriſt's Steps as well ar 
0 depend on 9 not to * . 


e, if, whatever they jo” breath, | 


"IB * 
for the Pardon of the Sins which we don't hate 
and are unwilling to forſake; but to tale hir 


Time that we conſent to be beholden to him far 
our Salvation. — It is not the Confidence of 
an impenitent Sinner that will fave him. — Ex- 
cept you Repent as well as profeſs to Be- 
lieve on Chriſt, you muſt Periſh. —- Thy 
Condemnation will be a great deal heavier'than 
that of Flix, if, with the Word of Chriſt in 
thy Hands, and profeſſions of Zeal for the Goſ- 
pel in thy Mouth, thy Heart is not right with 
God, and his Grace does not Teach thee to rue 
Soberly, Righteou iy and Godly in the World. 
- Obj. Why do you throw ſuch uneaſy Thoughts 
mn m n If I was to attend to ſuch Rea- 

ſonings as theſe, I ſhould not only Tremble a 


little, for the preſent, as Fælix did, but I 


ſhould ſoon become incapable of minding my 
Proper, lawful Buſineſs, and run diftrated. — 
Ne. (1.) I throw nothing in your Way, but 
what the Word of God docs. I ſuggeſt no- 
thing but what the Word of Truth, by which 
vou muſt be Judged at the Great Day of the 
Lord, ſuggeſts to you, and demands your ſer 
ous Conſideration of, Iſai. lv. 1, 2, 3, 6, 7. 
(2.) You are not required to negle& your 
lawful ſecular Affairs, but together with them, 
to mind your precious Souls, to ſeek after Salva- 
tion from Sin and Hell, as the one thing needfal, 
== vi. 27. Labour not for the Meat that 

Leriſheth, but for that which Ob; 


Gd £.  -> Ot 1 


lss . 


2 80 But, Is # not time enough to think of 
farb ters as theſe? May | oct pur x off for 


ſome time i 
R. (1.) 1 cannot begin to think ſe-, 
Bl. about the State of his Soul and ver- 
lafting Concerns t09.ſo0m; can he begin to do 
what is moſt ne fary to be done 709 early. þ 
Hear, what the Wiſdom of God ſays. Prov. 
viii, 17. J Love them, who Love me, "_ they: 
who ſeek me Early "ball find me, IIa. ly, 6 
Matt. vi. 33. Let it be your earlieſt and great - 
eſt Concern to be fafe for Eternity, Let no- 
thing hinder your ſeeking what is Durable and 
Satisfying, which the Bleſſings of Chriſt are, 
and the good Things of this tranſitory! World 
muſt not be pretended to be. ai. Iv. 2. II heren 
fore do you ſpend Money for that which 1s not 


Bread. A 5 1 are not only Sinſul. 


but Dangerous. The Word of God. forbids 
them: The Miniſters of Chriſt, with Earneſt . 
neſs and Concern, caution you againſt them. 20 
Day if ye will hear his Voice harden not your 
Hearts, Pia. xcv. 7, 8. Your Lives in this 
World; depending on the ſecret Will of God, 
are very uncertain. Death may be nearer to 
you than you are aware of: You can't tell how 
oon it may be ſent to fetch you out of this 
World into a never-ending State. None of 
the Servants of God eyer repented of their be- 

coming Serious, and turning to God too ſoon ; 
But many have lamented their beginning ry 


late. Sero te amabi Domine. It was too late 
12 when 


1 60] 
when 1 began to Love thee, faid holy 
fin, — If thou now refuſeſt to 44 55 
Voice of Conſcience, and the Calls oſ the Word 
of God, the Spirit of Cod may give oyer his 
preſent ſtrivings with thee, and ſo thou mayeſt 
become more hardened againſt the Fear of tlie 
Almighty, and the Impreſſions of his good 
Word, -— But I ſhall have occaſion to ſpeak 
more upon this Head from the laſt 3 2 
Teat, which gives us an — of 
_ 4 Felix in conſequence of tis feeling 

2 the convincing and aal ning 

Power of Word of God, When he was 
made to 2 by (os A poſtle's Diſcourſe; 
what did he fay, and how did he behave it 
thereupon ? Did he diſcover the Fearihe 'was 
under? Did he cry out, What muſt I do to be 
Saved? or enquire of Paul, whether he could 
put him into a Way to obtain Peace with God, 
and to eſcape the Condemnation of the great 
Judge? Did he thank the Apoſtle for his kind- 
warning him of the Sins he was guilty of 
and the Judgment he was liable to ? No In 
ſtead of all this, which had been no mote that 
Reaſonable and Juſt, he Anſwers ſaying, G. 
thy: way for this Time, [when I have a cone 
- ment Seaſon Iwill call for thee, How unfuit 
able this to the Convictions and Fears he ws 
under! Fælix when impreſſed by the Truti 
of God, as we find he was, ought to have di- 
covered to'Paul the Preacher, the Concen 
Pong lay * his Mind. What reaſon 
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he haye apainſt this? Will a Man of common 
Senſe, if taken with a dangerous Diſtemper or 
grievouſly wounded, be ee to j 

his Caſe with Applications for ſuitable 
Help and Relief? How great ſoever Fælix was 
ong Men, ſinee he 4 Criminal in 
dis | feb of od; and by the 
Servant of his was made fenühle of it before it 2 
was too late, he ſhould freely have profets'd his 


ſenſe of it, with fincere Expreſſions of Concern: 


for his paſt Iniquities and deſirous of ſuch Direc- 


tions and Aſſiſtante as Paul might be able to 


afford him. He ſhould have-cried out as thoſe 


did, Acti ii. 37. ehap. xvi. 30. What ſball Ido 


to be Saued, In Falix s Anſwer to the Re- 

of Paul which made him fear ch 
Judgment of Cad, Obſerve, The Order Ciun, 
and — Promiiſe made. The Order given in 
thoſe Words. Co thy way for this — The 
Promiſe made, 15 10 when 1 haue e 
nient Seaſon Twill call for thee. E Un 

As to the Order given, it expreſſed nothi 

of what might be reaſonably expected from a 
Man of Ingenuity touched with-a fenſe of Guilt 
in the fight of God; but an unwillingneſs. to 


forſake his Sins, to continue: attending to pros 


per ſeaſonable Truths, to be any longer in the 
Company of one WhO might have been an in- 
ſtrument of Spiritual Good to him, and to en- 


for the good of is Sol de was.exer 
5 


"i Flle, 


improvement of che very beſt op- 


—— 


the Danger of his evil Way 
to walk in them? Tho' ſenſible of his liable 
nes to the Judgment of Gad for them, may 


4 offend a good 


1 62] 


. Felix, tho' awak' ned and made — 


God's righteous Judgment, 'was ane . 


of the Neceſſity of: Tho, for the preſent; 
ſome what afraid of ſinning he was not un wil 


ling to fin. May a Sinner, when convinced of 


s, continue willing 


he retain his Love and Inclination 10 them 


"Tis certain that he may, and F4/ix was a plain 


Inſtance: of this. What we uſually call a ſer- 
vile Fear of God, a dread of his — and 
aftice uriattended with true Love, tho” it 


* « 
* , 


— it does not ſubdue the corrupt 
Saas 


take away a willingneſs to Sin. 


believe and tremble ever ſo much, if they con- 


tinue unrenewed, they are as inclinable to 
what is Evil, and as averſe to what is truly 
Good in the Sight"'0 Moe as they were before. 
Indeed, when G 


of his People, then they hecome unwilling to 
and (gracious God 


22 
any formerly beloved finful Courſe; Then with 
2 00 to el adn Sin to which they have 
ſtrongly inclin'd, or to which they are tempted, 


abandon the Vices that expos'd him to it. He 
con'd not help being ſenſible of his Danger, | 
yet had no heart to ceaſe to dv vil and learn 
1 ds well. His corrupt Will was averſe: to: 
the Reformation tliat he was told and convinc d 


8 conſiderably to abate the Pleaſure of fin- 


mplants that Filial Fear 
which he has vtomiſed to pat! into the Hearts 


on in 


nant, tho' n a of ſinning we are not unwi 


Spirit, in order to the Converſion of his Heart 


Lats Wife looking 


16) = 
they can fy How fball I do this great Evil 


ainſt God, Geneſ. xxxix. 9. But 
— Sa promiſed Cn the New Cove« 


to fin, What a plain Proof is hi of the Core 
ruption of fallin Man, and his Need of that 
viftorious effettual. Operation of the Diuis 


to God and Holmeſs, which many, with the 


Word of God in their Hands, are ſtupidly in- 
ſenſible of their Need of! How 


ſtrongly pro- 
penſe is Man in his fallin State, to what is 


enſrve to God 1 defirutroe to himſelf 
—— — — 


never become ſeriouſly concerned about his ſin- 
ful State, or reach what Felix did in the Text 
when he Trembled. When, by means of the 


Word of God, the Arrows of Convictiun are 


darted into his Mind, if leſt to himſelf, he 
won't ſuffer them to abide there, or entertain 
an ingenuous Diſpoſition to forſake the Sins he 
is convinced of the Evil and Danger of. Like 
back — the Sodom 
ſhe was driven out of, the convinced Soul will, 
of himſelf, notwithſtanding the Impreſſions of 
the Word, continue inclining to his former vici- 
ous ſinful Courſes. — If Felix had been renews- 
ed as well as aw, Paul would imme» 
diately have heard from him to this 
at leaſt, theſe wou'd have been the fixed Sen- 
timents of his Heart. I have been a vile 
e in the Sight of God. I am 

. 


be) a 
15 concern'd for my having acted io irta- 
tional a — and for my having ſo much diſs 
—— ad by my Intemperance, Injuſtice, 
and many other Sins. I am as willing to turn 
my Back upon them as ever I was to walk in 
theim, IT wou'd not, upon any Terms, . injure 
others, wrong my own Soul, and offt 4 God 
as I now find I have done. But we read no- 
Gas like _ —_— the Mouth of Flix, whoſe 
er to implied an unw 
neſs to forſake hi? beloved Sins how — 
ſoe ver a continuance 0 them might be. 
'2. An unwillingneſs to continue — 
to the proper ſeaſonable Truths, an en i 
zo which might have been, by the Bleſſn 
God, for his — Aduantage. Wt 
Truths cou'd have been more for Felix 
to hear and lay to heart than thoſe which the 
Text mentions? Now what was the. preſent 
Duty of Felix as to theſe Truths preached by 
Paul, and faſtned on his Conſcience by a Di- 
vine Hand. (1.) He ſhou'd have deſir d a Re- 
of them, an Hearing of them again 
and again, rather than refus'd a continued At- 
tention to them. He ſhould have ſaid as thoſe 
did Acts xvii. 32. latter Part; and as thoſe 
Centiles ſpoken of Chap. xiii. 42. It does 
not appear that all of 8 —_— 
xvii. 32. as ſaying, We will — thee | 
this Matter, were ſo, affected and impr +554 
Pauls Reaſonings at Felix, for — preſent 
was, ſo that he was under rather a greater Obli- 
1 gation 


youu LA — ES. 


was ſuc 


r y ad IMS. ab. Mo de a ro i ae Sho Care: 


f 67. 


enthahen cher idatia farther a 


power and Influence of. So he wou'd have 
done, if (as it does in every one) 8 Mer 
ture had -not_indif] r for a 

oully towards & s good Wong 
ſhould not only have — the Thats ah 
ed by Paul, but inclin'd further to weigh and 


Safer them as Matters of no ſmall Concern 


and Importance. A ſerious fixed Conſideratiori 
of what the Mord of God tells us, as to gun 
ſinful State, our Duty, &c. is no more than 
what every rational Perſon ſhou'd be aſhamed 


to neglect. 3.) He ſhould have continued 


hearing and conſidering ſuitable concerning 


Truths with Endeayours to get and keep his 


Heart ſuitably affected therewith, and to make 
ſome good Improvement of them. There have 
been-thoſe whole regard to the Word preach 

as that they could not ful er theme 
ſelyes to ! any one Sermon, without 
Time ; * 
ing to get ſome by it aſter xc hearing 
it was TAs. 4 50. few are ſuch care fu 


Who wow read and hear. with ſuch A De ree 
Reg 800 | to the good Word of God,? I dot 
Head ſor the Neceſſity of ſuch ſtated, cloſe, 
thorough "Meditations 6 on Divine Subjects, as 
ſome have 'endeavour'd and been famous. for, 
and others it may be have too earneſtly inſiſted 
on, If ſome « can take any Particalar! " Subjc& 

K "wy 


3 
1 
: 
. 
| 
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what he had already felt. ſomewhat of 1 555 


0555 1 


ſpent in thinking it over and — 


Heaters. of Sermons! Where are the . 


; r K — _ 


1450 


ey haye ria” ot Heard, or Preathen upon, 


24 in vie ſome conſiderable Time till 

hare An -thoroughly conſidered it, and ge 
fearts into a frame anfwetable! to ch 
Feen if. they ran do this tis very v 
= them never go Lack from ccaſtomirlg ttz. 
elves to ſo good an Exerciſe ; but let them not 
exact if as 9 Matter of Neceffiry, (as cho it 
as the meditating on God's Word mentioned 
Pla, i 1. 2. as effential to the good Man's Cha- 


ratter) ſince, many eden, N Perſons are ho 
way equal to ſuch an Exerciſe as this, who yet 


can daily pray for a Bleſſing on the Word 
read and heard, and can read and hear it in the 
proper Seaſons. not without ſerious Attetition, 
and ſerious Uonſi deration, and ſome pious En- 
deavours to improve it. 75575 2 ate 1000 uiite, as 
often as Opportunities to. 2 Wich the 
Word return u us. We ſhou'd not Hear the 
Word preached (eſpecially when the' Marret of 
it is &rrettory, bake, or in any Refpett 
ſuitable to our particular. Cafes,) without re- 
collecting it in our ſecret Thoughts, and uſin 
Tome Endeayours to be ſuitably affected 3 
influenced there with. This every bo Perſan 
can do: This every Hearer of the nf ou 
do; and Felix ud have done fo, If 
omg had been of any Arbe Adyantige 
to 175 
3. Felix's go 51 way for this Time, ax 


| his being weary be Company of 4 * Ta 


anc „ Hxin their Thou hts upon it, can K 
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holy and underſtanding erſon; 


their ſecret Addreſſes to Cod. 


67 ] 
Perſon and one, whoſe Converſatioa 
might have been a means of eyet- 
to him, Paul was not a common 
Man, In all Reſpects he was a moſt axtrag- 
dinary. Perſon. If Felix had been ſenſible of 
bis Worth, he wou'd * . valued his 


Converſation, Preachin : 
would have defired Frequent rarer . n 


aer 


have choſe often to phy on. FINS. Ratiangl 

and Divine Diſcourſes as Paul was always 

ready at; he would have earnef N | 
in Three in his Prayers to Cod, 


Caſe Paul cou'd not have omitted | & — 


ber him, with concern, and a Gracious Gad 
wou d hardly have "efig'd an Anſwer of Peng 


to Pauls Requeſts for him. fas 


It is the Manner of thoſe whom a 
God has begun a good Work u 
ire Miniſters and other s.to remembe 


This is one of the Wa 2 r 
concerned to r out t 
If Felix neglected this when Paul was, Witt 


him, and if ting and Comp, it wr 
rid of his Preachi pany; it was. ber. 
cauſe he was not 


be of the Bd = 
ene e 2 
„ in a foe ea Aue, e 
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pportunity for the good f his Soul, that ever 
nad enjoyed, or, in caſe of this being let 0, ” 


was likely ever to be favoured with. Pr ably 
Felix had never before ſo choice an opportuni- 


ty as now, when in the Company and an hear- 


er of Paul, and awak ned by his rationa 
2 Preaching. If before this he ha 
er ever ſo — on the ef of the 
athen Sages, what could he learn for his Di- 
ﬀeQion nd Advantage as a fallen Creature 
from any of them! They knew not God, 1 
Corinth. i. 21. Some of them when the y ſpake 
of one Eternal, Independant Being, meant 
thereby the L. nruerſe. Among them who af- 
ſerted one Supreme God, there were none who 
did not alſo acknowledge and plead for pay ing 
religious Worſhip, as Prayers, Praiſes, Li 
ces, Sc. to many other inferior Deities. Some 
took the Sun, to be the Supreme God, of which 
Opinion if Socrates whom ſome Moderns do 
ſo greatly. 8c admire, it may be, for want of 
knowing better) was not, he was certainly a 
yery devout Worſhiper of that glorious 15 
minary. Some thou Ar the Heavens to be the 
* God, to which purpoſe we are told 
a very ancient Inſcription found at Rome, 
aſcribing to it, the properties of Eternal, Beſt, 
ff, fOpti rs imus, Maximus Cælus, ** 
nus. ] Whatever Notions, of Guts Unity, 

his Perfettions they t, rack 70 

radition than by the force of their own Rea- 
oning ee were all of them ſtupid 
* | "BRIE 


r ẽPV⁊ m. VAT a6. Src 


ral Law ; ſeem to have placed Sacrifice in tie 
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Polytheiſts and blind IAolaters; for as they 
allowed of many Gods of different ranks be- 
ſides one Moſt High God, ſo they directed all 
Perſons to conform to the gffabliſbed Religion 
of the Places where they lived. — Few, if am 


5 


4 o 


of them, ſeem to have reached a full, ſteady 
Perſwaſion of the Souls Immortality, and 8 
future State of Rewards and Puni "1 5:19" 


They were ignorant of the Sinfulneſs ami Mi. 


ſery of their fallen State. — The only way to 
Salvation that the word of God reycals to us 
was hidden from, and undiſcoverable by, the 
moſt ſagacious and admired of the Pagan PH. 
loſophers. — They underſtood not the Nature 
of true Religion, and were ſadly defeQiye in 


* 
their Notions of Morality. They lit- 
ey 7 * 


tle of Love to God that great Duty o 


Place of Repentance ; allow'd of cuſtomary 
Swearing in common Diſcourſe ; approv'd of 
Self- murder in ſome Caſes; diſcourag'd Prays 
ing for Virtue, and returning Thanks to the 
Gods for Virtue, from a fooliſh, proud Conceit 
of its being from themſelves, rather than a 
Gift of God. There are ſuch ſhocking, blaſ- 
phemous Expreſſions of Sclf-Admiration and 
Self-Confidence in ſome of the moſt celebrated 
of the Philoſophers, as abundantly evidence 
their Ignorance of themſelves, and how unfit 


they were to direct fallen Creatures in the way 


to Bleſſedneſi, and how much they are out» 
done, in ſolid, Divine Knowledge, even by the 
A — 


Fae 
meaneſt and moſt illiterate of true Chriſtians. Ma- 
ny more Particulars might be added as to their 
Ignorance of God, Sin, themſelves, and true Re- 
ion; their Pride and Self-Conceit ; the de- 

 fedtroeneſs of the Morals, practiſed and taught 

them; which it is at preſent unneceſſary to 
FIVE an Account of Engliſh Readers may find 
ſomewhat of this Nature in Dr. Bate's admira- 
ble Treatiſe, of the of Divine Attri- 
Alutec in 7 Work of Man's Redemption, ch. 17. 

in Halyburton a the Deiſts, 5 d 16, 17. 
in Mr. Robert s Hiſtory of the Propa- 
gation of Chriſtianity, v. 1. p. 4 Hh 1 
If Felix therefore. had, with ever fo much 
Care and Concern, couſulted the Philoſopher 
What: Directions in the way to Heaven jon 
have becn received from "Wy; What were 3 
Sacr ates, a 22 a Xenophon, an Ariſtotle, 2 
Cicero, a Seneca, or any others, to a Paul? 
When Felix heard him, and the Truths preach- 
ed by him reached his Conſcience, Felix then 
had a much better Oppo portunity for his Soul's 
Good, than he could have found from any of 
the admired or ſelf-admiring Heathen Sages; 
o his foregoing * an Opportunity a 
was little or no likelihood of his be- 
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May, even of them who evet 
carry, nay, and do at certain Seaſons i 
ſome unuſual Advantages and Oportunities N 
ing to their Spiritual Good. We muſt — 
N confine ſuch Ad vantages and Opportunities 
ö 1 E e be pron | 
| dentially favoured with what good OX 
- BE Divines chuſę᷑ to call a Day of G ſuppoſing 
p that fach a Day of Grate may either be donti- 
. nued during thei Lives, or be difcontinu- 
5 _ before the time of Death, which was 
of Flix in the Text. Som are againit 
ors that any beſides the Elett are ' favoured 
7 150 a Lon. race, becauſe the fpecial rene 


one in the New A: ecard does 
need e it ſelf to chem, and without that 
Bar f. ed 


Grace none can be fav'd 
leans of Grare, and religious 
A et in the Nature of them, 
to work upon, and perſwade rational thinki 
Perfors, are granted to Sinners, Why may the 
hot be ſaid do have a Day 'of Grace 
to them? Now can any Arr that all he 
means of Grace are teftrained to ſuch as in the. 
Mie aitain Sabvation ® "Was not a D 
are, in this ſenſe, continued to On fn 
the old Wort while 5 =_ of God fro 
with them v 5¹¹ not tlie e 
partake ofa Day of Grace, nay uncommon 
vantages and Helps for their fpiritual Fork 
while Chrift went up and down amon 
Preaching the agel calling them to 


= 
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tance, and giving them numerous Eyidenees of 
ja being, what he aſſerted himſelf to be, the 
| gn  eerand the Ang of if of Iſrael ? ſo that the 
were highly inexcuſable liable to G 
terrible Judgment, for not ogy Sera in 8 
their Day, the things belonging to their Peace; 
for not conſidering and 1 improving that Time of 
their V. ation, Toke: xix. 42, 44. Is not every 
Lord's Day, to them who have Opportunities, 
and are inclined,.to wait on the Word and Or: 
dinances of Chriſt with ſome concern to 
by them, a Seaſon of Grace? While Sinners 
are within the ſound of the Mord, and are If 
by Providence and the ſecret Mation of G 
Spirit on their Hearts to an ns, on th 
| Means, eſpecially if they find ſomewhat 
the Power of God's Word convincing them of 
Sin, and ftirring them up to their 7 2 
not favour d with a Thee” of Grace! 
this is not all that I aim at. As ſome w 
the Iſſue fall ſhort of Sal vation, are vio 
with fated Reading, Hearing, Praying, Oppor- 
. which may, I think, be call'd an en- 
joy ing a Day of Grace, ſo at times they find 
the word of God in an unuſual way reaching 
their Conſciences: ſome, once in their Lives (ﬆ 
Felix) others oft ner and frequently find them- 
ſelves dee 22 with the thing 
of God relating to ork Peace, ſome way, F 
other, ſu to them. 9 
e Impreſſions made by the Mord, 
G ad may be of no long me, 1 b 
| clp 
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Helps and ities granted to Sinners 
without the {| and renewing Grace of 
| are liable to exledicd and will be m 


and Uneonverted. 


in favour of them who have withſtood the Mo- 


| their Minds with it, and renew the Convicti· 
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d and loft. If Pau had not reaſoned with 
Felix he would ever have remained ſtupid and 
unconcerned; and when, by means of 0 
Word, he was awak ned, and ſo 
er to Repentance and Converſion than befor, 
he being left to himſelf remained Impenitent 

—_—— be true 
of e did not rich d ſoing Grace 
prevent it. What might RN” be if given 
into the Hands of Satan, or left to our Selves? 
When this is the Caſe with Sinners, i. e. when 
choice Advantages and uncommon 
—— N u e de Por 
them, ſo well as they t 
ghreous if he never renews ſuch flighted 
— at ortunities. When God vouch- 
fafes to his ſinful Creatures what they could 


not deſerve and they abuſe it, he can be under 


no Obligations to renew and continue it, unleſs 
he has bound himſelf fo to do, b Promiſes to 
this Parpoſe. But where has 


tions of God's good Spirit, ſtriving with them, 
and have ſinned away a ſerious Concern about 
their Eternal State, that he will re-imprefs 


= they have ſtrove to get rid of, or reſtore 


te Opporrnti they have trifled away ? It 
may pleaſe God to do fo, but tis not to be 
L 


depended 
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gepended on. He bus dana feed ome ; When 


freeneſs of his Grace, 


in 74 12 


he has ſtrove with them by his Spirit often to 
no Purpoſe, (he has called oy they have re- 
fuſed, has convinced them es have re- 
belled againſt the Lig ht, he Wipes br dw 
and they have gone on frowardly in the way 
of their Hearts ) at length the bty Grace 
of God has ſubdued their ſtubborn Wills, nd 
effectually inclined them to God's 7. 


iy ay is not obliged to ougrcome hem 


rove with in Vain; nor is he La- 
righteous, if he finally withdraws the influence 

of his Spirit from them who refuſe to continue 
Po WR to his convincing awak ning Word, 


and withftand his workings upon them when 


he makes his Word to reach their Conſciences 


Why may he not take his Word away from 


ſuch, or refuſe ever to renew former Impreſſions 
by. the Word on. their Minds ? If bn OX 
bound to ſend Paul again to Falix, and again 
tg awaken fon by ry es of Paul's nn 

er he had ſlighted ſuch an Opportunity, 
by his wiltulneſs oppoſed the — 
dency of it; no more is he bound to renew 
ſuch Impreſſions as other Sinners do what they 
can to ſtifle, and to reſtore ſuch uncommon Op- 
portunities as they have refuſed to ſtrike in 
with, though ſometimes, for manifeſting the 
he may think fit ſo to do 

It is therefore the Widow all Perſons, 
to whom Providence grants He s ries 


 ennities for their Spiritual * to ſir 


D 


"with them, and do what they * 
prouimę them. As often as God by his 
- Ford Sinners ſhould be attentive to and confir 
| derate of what he ipeaks to them. {When the 
a , they, inſtend 
of quenching his Motions, ſhould cherifb and - 
courage them. Whether Hearers of the Word 
| ili do this or no, it is their Wiſdom ſ tu 40. 
Whether, of themſelves, they can do this or no, 
tis however their Intereſi to endeavour for it. 1 
don t now ſpeak of what Sinners, if left tothem- 
ſelves, will do, or of what, of themſelves, 6 
can do, but of what it becomes thems to do as they 
are rational "' Perſons, and what they 
would do — were to at We 


— — 

L toryeer aN the 
fol ries. 1. Has not God given 
her with his Word (which few in the 

World * 7) Abilitics to underſtand 2 
what o joy, ne it 
Preached wb 17 
2. If you bovis 2 any Knowledge of 
God's Word, are you yo 2 
to conſider it in ecret Thoughts, ” 
cre le often as you will or 
a ſtrong Inclination ſo to do? "Tis cer. 
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en, as often as 
er e ddt g. 
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thing elſe. For inſtance, if you have learnt 
from the Word of God, — an Holy and. 
Juſt and Merc: ul Cod, that you are fallen 
Creatures, by Nature Children of Wrath, and 
without Kvengtti, that there is a Life to come. 
after this, and a future Eternal | Judgment, 
having learnt ſuch things as theſe, you are not 
without Ability, to con/eder them, and often 
renew a conſideration of them if you ate not 
unwilling. Nothing but a want of Will, or 
a chooſing rather to turn your Thoughts to 
other Subjects, can at any time render you un- 
able to 4 ſuch ſerious, important Sub- 
jects as thoſe I have inſtanced in: fo that if ei- 
ther ſtatealy or at times you are inattentive to 
the Word of Goa, or inconſiderate of what it 
bas taught you, you can't ſay, you muſt not 
plead that you then do the utmoſt of What > 
z in your Power to do. When you dont thin 

of your. Concern with God, the Judgment — 
come. or any ſuch religious, affecting Subjects, 
vou might do it. When you wow? think, of 
fuch weighty Matters as fete you are not 
thereſore unable to do it, and to endeavour to 
get your. Hearts affected therewith. - + 

3. If by means of the Word Preached, or 
Read; or, by ſome particular Providence, or by 
ao ts darted into your Minds, you are con- 
| f Sin, awak ned to ſome Thoughtful- 
neſs about the ſtate of your precious Souls, and 
ſtirred up to-ſeek carneſtly to God for; Pardon, 
wing ; Grace and Evcrlalin 5 Fae 

| | 2 
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Chriſt, ſhould you not -entettain- ſuch Convicti- 
ons, encourage ſuch a Concern about your State, 
and ſtrike in with the word exciting: you #0 
r nit 
If in the Caſe ſuppoſed you do bot, 48 

has — expreſſed, will you venture to ſay 
that you do as much as you cod do? Exery 

working of the er Spirit gives a Degree. of 
Strengt — to the If he convinces, ur o 
| our rn State, we-are not unable to cheriſh. 

| ſuch a Conviction. If he puts us under a Cons, 
cern about what will become of us ſor ever, 
we are not without ſome power to encourage 
in ourſelves ſuch a Concern, how much ſoever 
corrupt Nature may indiſpoſe us for it. I dont 
ſay that the ſinful Creature will or can of him. 

ſelf, bring himſelf to be ſo concerned as Falim 
was in the Text, and as many others are undet 
the Word of God: but when it ha spleaſed God 
to convince a Perſon of Sin, and to ſtrike him 
with a Fear of fuagment, or to affect him in 
ſome meaſure with Riches of God's Merry 
thro* Chriſt, towards Sinners, he may, if he 
will, attend to the Cunuiction, give way to the 
Fear, and endeavour to preſerye. the ofecting 
Senſe of God's. rich Mercy, which. Things, in 
the Nature of them, tend n xt. 
to an unſeigned Repentance, and à fincere 
Faith in Chriſt; and wou'd lead him ſo far if it 
was not prevented by corrupt Nature, a Diſ- 
temper too and obſtinate to be ſubdued. 
by any thing leſs than Almighty Gracc. 17 


DSP FTA 


92) 

I therefore any being endowed by the God 
of Nature with rational — do 
not attain ſome competent Underſtanding of the 
God, as their Concern with God, 
Duty to him, "Need of his pardonin Mercy, 
&c. or if having attained ſome tolerahle Know- 
ledge of theſe SubjefFs they will not think of 
them, often conſider them, and endeayour to 
get their Hearts ſuitably affected with them; 


fuch muſt be, greatly inexcufable, and juſtly 
chargeable with 


their 


ing the Intereſts of 
precious Souls, as Felix did in the Text, 
ſomewhat ſtirred and awak ned, 


when being 

die continued wrwiliing to forſake the Sims 
which made his Conſcience uneaſy i to continue 
beark ning to the ord that put bim one 004 
Step nearer to Salvation than he was 25 


i 
i 45 Bim a Senſe " his Danger; 7 
= «44 


e deſtre' a re-enuyn 
_ 
15; 
| : 
\ RY | 


0 ne whey he de, and 
„ been an The % e 

he in with the be 
per had for his ſpiritual ante 6. e e 
he ſhou'd have ſaid to this 1 
vmeed of my liableneſs to che Judgment to 
er my Injuſtice and Intemperance; 1 
am heartily concerned for, and an willing to 
forfake theſe and all my other Sins: Let me 
heat more of theſe ſearching Trutlis, which 1 
back found to he more pungene and affecting 
tum ay Thing I ever read in br heard fron 
* of S Philoſaphers ; Pau thou haſt much 
more 


— 
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1 


to refuſe heark nin 9 
and the Word of God, bat put it off ra 
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all of them 

T0 I dere ro be further tanghe 
ye 


vere 4 . ha 
1 ſomewhat to this: „inſtead f 


that he inconſiderately, and wickedly, but, as 
every other Sinner wou'd be inclined to, if 
left to himſelf, ſays, Go thy way for this Tame, 
adding however this Promiſe, when 1 haue s 
convenient Seaſon, I will ſend for thee; towhich | 
Promiſe I now proceed. — 1 10 v3 

Felix does not exprelly DIE to give 
Paul as 4 Chriſtian Preacher = \Rehearing; 
neither does he abſolutely refuſe it. Many 
can't take ap a full Reſolution to depart from 
their evil Courſes, and to become ſeriouſly and 
ſtrictly Religious, neither dare they abſolutely 
ning to the Calls of Conſciener 


future Time that may be more convenient. 
When I haue a convenient 1weill; N. 
— This wou'd intimate that a further Atten- 
tion and Regard to Paul's Reaſonings was at 
preſent untimely, but hat cou make it ſuch? 


ſince what the Apoſtle had pr to his 
Thoughts was of the utmoſt Im Truth 
that demanded, if any Thing cou d do ſo, his 


moſt ſerious md immediate Conſideration. ' If 
a Man is in extreme „is it not kindneſs 


in any One to warn him of it ? and, in that 


Caſe, ſhon'd he caſt off a preſent ( 
about it, and preſent — to guad 
| againſt | 
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it? no one of common Prudence will 

do ſo Under the Law wou'd a Man- ſlayer, 
knowing himſelf in danger from an Avenger of 
Blood, put off haſt ning to the City of Refuge 
neareſt to him? Were not Criminals 
the old Heathen, forward to 3 
Altars, or es, or Temples Cad 
that were — to 92 Places of 
Protection to Perſons in their Circumſtances? 
yet how many, tho' convinced of the Neceſſi- 


of minding their Souls,” and their Dut 

God much more than they have ever yet dons 
will notwithſtanding continue as they are 
indeed wholly giving up Thoughts of a — 
Tough Amendment, but a little deſigning to 
it hereafter, before Death comes. For 
the preſent they are hindred by an r Pur- 
ſuit of the World, or by a devotedneſs to ſen- 
ſual —— bf (whatever elſe is in * Caſe) 
by the Indiſpoſition of their corrupt 1 
whe is 717 — But can D w_ 
Creature begin too ſoon humbly to ſue for Pe 
don and Forgiveneſs? Can a polluted finful 
Soul be too forward to ſeek to Cod for that 
Renewing Grace, without which there can bc 
no Admiſſion into Heaven? Can a ſinking 
periſning Soul (as every one is while impent- 
tent) 2 . fevers in ye 
God for Mercy and Salvation? 
If Felix had received a Meſſage from hi 

Maſter the Roman or, wou'd he have 


dard to put off hearing it? or haying _ 
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| me part of it, wou'd he haye refus'd attend- 
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ing to the Remainder? or having heard the 


I whole of it, wou'd he have ſtrove to forget it, 


and ſhow'd no after Regard to it? How cou'd 
he have. anſwer'd for Lach an Affront to the 
Emperor ? But ** — are A: of 
ſlighting repeating es from 7 
Kings The Wildom of God e 4. 4 | 
them as in Prov. i. 22, 23. 1 
ſemple ones, will ye love ſimplicity © the 
2 — in their ſcorning, and fools 
gef Turn you at my reproof : Be- 
2 1 will — out my ſpirit unto you, I will 
make known my words unto you, Chap. ii. 1, 2, 
3, 4, 5. My ſon, if thou wilt recerve my words, 
and hide my commandments with thee; ſo that 
thou —— thine we unto wiſdom, and apply 
thine heart p17 ea, if 12 crieſt 


75 7 wy. ets thy voice for un- 
"WI * AS -/t 2 ver 7 and - 
— for 25 treaſures: 


(wy; . eee fear of the Lord; and 
find the knowledge of God. Sack this laſt 
Part of the Text let me take occaſion to obe 
ſerye as follows, 
1. If there is any corrupt ſinful Habit we 


haue contratted, or any articular way of ſinning A 


we have been addicted to, whatever it is, we 


ſben d immediately incline to forſake it, and 


er Endeauours ainſt "wn 
Pilar en, Herts — Biaſs in our 


Natures is firſt pots Cuſtom in 
N "Th 


are born and grow up with a /inful Biaſs and 


and upon finding that an Habit of Drinking 


2 
* 
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Tis rather natural and hereditary than the Ef. 


fect of Education; natural, T mean to us as 
the apoſtate Children of the Firſt Adam. For 
we are Tranſgreſſors = the Womb. Pal. 
Ivi. 3. — Wicked are eſir *. rom the — 
_ aſtray as ſoon as they are born, ſpeak- 

wil — Reaſon does not more we) diſ- 


45 itſelf in our Actions while Children, than 


a corrupt ſinful Diſpoſition does. But tho' we 


Propenſity in our Natures, yet there are parti- 
_ evil Habits Men learn by degrees, and 
particular ſinful Cuſtoms which they might, 
with Caution, have avoided. Now it becomes 
every one to examine himſelf upon this. Head; 


to excels, or Swearing, or Sloth, or ſome other 
evil Cuſtom has gradually crept upon him, he 


 thou'd, without —_ reflect on the Evil of 


it, and take up a Reſolution againſt it. Some, 
by way of Excuſe for their Negligence, will 
plead, we can't convert ourſelves, and what 
can we do without God's Grace, and the like; 
but if you are unable to do all that is to be 
done for you and by you, will you therefore 
omit, or put off, doing what you might do, 
and what God would enable you for, if you, 


for your Part, engage in ſerious Endeayours 


after it? If you cannot ſhake off a vicious Ha- 


bit at once, you may do it by Degrees, with 


that common Aſſiſtance that God is willing to 
grant to every one who has an Heart to ſtrive 


againſt, 
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ticular evil Ways have engaged in. - The 
Creature never ſeriouſly endeayours any Thing 
virtuous and commendable; but God is ready 


with his Aſfiſtance if it be deſired and prayed 
for. You 1 leave off, (ſo you will pleat 


perhaps) Swraring,, or Gaming, or profeine 


Company ke all at once, but you ſhould 
tant) deſire fo caſt off theſe evil Practices 
(which tend to Infamy and Want in this World, 
and endleſs Miſery in the next,) and if you de- 


fire it, you ſhould immediately call upon God 


for help againſt them, and continue ſtriving 
againſt your corrupt Inclinations towards them. 
This may be done without the ſpecial Grace of 
God. I can't think that the doing of all this 

is impracticable by ſuch as continue unrenewed. 
We have ſome of us read of a Venetian Noble- 


man, (Lewis Cornaro) who having felt the In- 


conveniencies of a vicious Courſe, leaft it ſhou'd 
prove fatal to him, inſtantly perſwaded himſelf 
reſolutely to abandon it, upon which he en- 
joy d many Years in Temperance and Health. 
Of Polemo, one of the antient Philoſophers, 
a Succeſſor of Plato in the Old Academy, this 
remarkable Account is given. Polemo, hav=- 
ing been noted for Drunkenneſs and Debau- 
chery, one Day, either out of Curiofity, or 
with a wanton Diſpoſition to make a Jeſt of 
what he ſhould hear, went into the Place where 
Aenocrates was then lecturing. The Subject 
was Temperance, on * hich the Philoſopher d " 
5 2 — 


ex imfamiGaneone maximus — — evaſit. 
This ſhows (to draw no other Conc 


„ 


ſo harangue as that T'o/emo immediately hecamm 


= averſe to his former Way of Living, and be- 


took himſelf to a virtuous Courſe, and became 


at length a Sucoeſſor of Xenccrates in his School. 
As Valerius Maximus expreſſes it, Polemo by 


the weightineſs of his Diſcourſe (gravitate Ser- 
monis) was conſtrained to repent. (re/ipiſcere 
Coattus). He was ſo far changed, thro the 

Force of the Philoſopher's Reaſonings, with the 
Gravity and Solemnity of his Behaviour, as to 
throw off all his Extravagance, (tot am luvurium 
depoſuit) and being healed by the moſt whole- 
ſome Medicine of one Oration or Speech, from 


being a ſcandalous Debauchee he became an 


eminent Philoſopher, toram Luxuriam exit, 
uniuſq; Orationis ſaluberrimd Medicina ſanatus, 


uſions from 
it at preſent) that vicious Perſons, (without the 
ſpecial or renewing Grace of God) may, by a 
common Divine Aſſiſtance overcome vicious 


_ Habits if they entertain an Inelination that 
Way, and will be perſwaded to endeavour for 


it; which the Force of proper Reaſonings may, 
by the Bleſſing of God (which muſt be ſup- 
poſed even in the Caſe of a reformed Heathen) 
bring them to. Let none who are immerſed in 
vicious Courſes, plead they cart leave then. 
This is not ſtrictly true. If they are wwillmg 
to do it, and. endeavour for it, eſpecially if 
therewith they ſeriouſly imptore Divine Help, 
they may either all at once, or by Degrees a 


haft, 


_— .. 


kaft, refrain their Feet from the notorious Via 


dome continuing St#angers to the Covenants of 
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ces they have given way to, and caſt off the 
fooliſh Cuſtoms they have been fond of. What 


Promiſe, have in ſuct been perfwaded to, why 
may not others be led to it by the force of their 
own Reaſonings (if they will exert the rationaf 


Powers God has given them, and ſeriouſly argue 


the Caſe with themfelyes) or by the Reaſ{ 
ings of others, if they will ſcrioufly attend to 


them? None know how far they might go in' 


a way of Reformation, without Trial, and ex- 


_ perſiſted in the neglect of, we ſbould not allow 


ebves to neglect them any longer, but in- 
ſtautly apply to the ſerious Performance 7 them 
as well as ue can, not without ſerious 
of being, aſfifted* by the Spirit of God for per- 


forming better, Examine thy ſelf as to this, 
If thou haft cuftomarily neglected ſecret Pray- 


er, or reading the Stripture and other ſiutable 
good Books, or attending to the Word Preach- 
ed, or Self Examination, (which Duty was 


adviſed to by forme of the Heathen Moraliſts) 


or any other Religious Exerciſe incumbent up- 
on thee ; be perſwaded to conſider the danger 
of ſuch fi 
ger perfiſting in hem 
3. It 3s the immediate, inuiſpenſible Daty of 
every Sinner, particularly of every convinced 
awak'ned Sinner, 0 Repent and 9 


Neglects, and afraid of any 16n- 
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and do Works meet for 


to Repent of his Sins againſt God; and, in caſe 
of Chriſt's being preached to him, to Believe 


Lord while he may ound, call upon him 


entance. This is 
the immediate Duty of all Perſons, whether 

the convincing .'Truths of God have as yet 
reached their Conſciences or no. Felix was 
obliged to become Virtuous and Upright be- 


fore Gad, before his hearing of Paul, and much 
more aſterwards. The Obligations of a Sinner 


to love the Lord his God with all his Heart ; 


on him for Salvation, do not commence when 
the Word of God begins to impreſs him as it 
did Fælix in the Text. Unto every Sinner 
the Word ſays as in Ia. lv. 6, 7. Seek ye the 


while he is near. Let the Wicked forſake bis 
Way, and the Unrighteous Man his bts, 
and let him return unto the Lord, &c. Wben 
Zohn was ſent to Teach and Baptize, he ſaid, 


| Repent ye. Our Lord preache to the ſame 


Purpoſe. Their Hearers were directed and en- 
couraged, inſtautly to Return from their evil 
Ways, and to turn to God and true Holineſs. 
If this was not the immediate Duty of a Sin- 
ner, it would follow, that in caſe of his dy- 
ing Impenitent and Unconverted, he might 
nevertheleſs be ſaved; but the Word of 
threatens Damnation againſt every one dying 
in his Sins. Even they who have not the 
Word of Chriſt preached are by the common 


Goodneſs of Providence led or engaged to Re- 


tion may be, 
| Since 


pentance, Rom. ii. 4. But the Queſ 
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(91. 
Since Convictions of Sin producing a dread 
of God's Wrath, and a ſerious Cobiztn about 


I Salvation are neceſſary to Converſion, how 


can Sinners be obliged to Repent and turn to 
God antecedently to their being made ſenſible 
of the Evil of their Ways, and the Danger of : 
their Condition? 

TI anſwer, Convictions of Sin are indeed, — 
order of Nature at leaſt, previous and 
ſite to Converſion. Sinners will not flee to he | 
City of Refuge, till apprehenſive of their Dan- 
ger; yet the Obligations to Repentance and 
Converſion ariſing from our being Sinners, and 
not from our being convinced only, every one 
who has ſinned muſt be immediately obli 
to reflect on the evil of Sinning againſt Gd, 
and return to him. Our firſt Father who ( 


ever ſome ancient Hereticks, the Followers of 


one Tatian of the ſecond Century e e 
is generally believed to have obtained 

tance and Forgiveneſs, he did not return to Bec 
till God was pleaſed firſt to ſeek after him, 
then to call him to an Account and conyi 
him of his Guilt, ther to preach the glad Ti- 
dings of a Saviour to him. But whatever 
ſteps a gracious ' God takes in order to the 
bringing Sinners home, *tis the indiſpenſible 
Duty of every Prodigal, without delay, to 
come back to his Father; of every Sinner to 
return to him from whom Sin n 
and mn. 
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It won't be amiſs diſtinctly to ſtate the 
Groundsof the Obligation of theſe three T hings, 


originally written on the Heart of Man, which 
we uſually 4 * Law of —.— and the 
Moral 3 Repentance towards God. 


(3.) Faith in C ot forts Satvation, Every one 


as: a rational Creature is, immediately and ne- 
ceſſarily, obliged to the firft of theſe, by rea- 
ſon of his natural Relations to God and depen» 
dance on him, Every Sinner as ſuch, is no leſy 
obliged to the Second. Every one who is an 
hearer of the Goſpel, or has means and oppor- 
tunities to know it, is, on that account, 1 
indiſpenſible Obligations to the Third. 
none therefore think themſelves — 
in ſuch Calls and Invitations as theſe, Hoſes 
xiv. 1, 2. O Iſrael return unto the Lord thy God, 


Teſt eaſy and quiet, in an unconverted State. 
Let us be unwilling 70 /ive Strangers to the 


renewing Grace of God one Day or one Hour 
| Rene t us, with fr equency and earneſtneſ- 
| =y 


CS hea tr ns to him 


with our whole Hearts. Let us be afraid of 
looſing and abuſing any precious Opportunities 
for ts good of our Souls, that God affords us, 
and that we are accountable for to him. Thus 


ſhould every one be concerned to work out his 


own Salvation, for though the Exhortation, 


Phil. ii. 11. is there direfted to Believers, tis 


neyertheleſs applicable to all Sinners _ 4 
T | a us 


(..) Lowe to Gad, as tis the ſum of the Date 


Tale with hey Words and ſay, Ne. Let none 
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ſuel need Salvation; can't ba thoughtleſs, a. 
bout it, without; the utmoſt Folly; are oblig- 
— to ſeek aſter it in God's way with» 
tting off a Work of ſuch vaſt Lmportanc 
_ y or one Hour longer. 
Not that all who bout the Ward, ce under 
reſent. Obligations to uties requi 
— — ra as ſuch. Becauſe Chriſt ſaid to 
— 09 regard to the ſacramental Ele- 
ake ye- _— eat this Bread, drink this 
Mine ä f me; It does not there- 
fore become the 2 Duty of eve — Ber one 
to partake. of the Lord's & oe. 
lievers as ſuch are exhort Rejoice in rr 
Lord always; This is not therefore immediate- 
ly. incumbent! on Sinners; neither are ſuch im- 
| mediately called to apply the Promiſes of the 
New Cogent to themſelves, to grow in Grace, 
&e. We are to diſtinguiſh between what i 
n to . X. 2 other- 
wi What is abſolutely vation 
and what is 2 js Love to God as God, a 
filial Fear of pentance towards God, &c. 
Theſe. thing 5 — the former ſort, and being 
Eſſential to true Religion, every one is u 
an immediate tye and en ent thereto;; 
Theſe Things as abſolutely neceſſary to Sal- 
vation, Sinners are hy the — | 
called to, and none can be 


1 
without 
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c 901 
without an actual partaking of this Solini: 
nity, and de "thy ever ſd deſirous may 
want O ies of attending on this Ordi- 
nance of their Lord; in whith caſe their Non 
Attendance on it cannot be reputed a breach of 


their Duty. Some it may be will catch at rhis, 
and thereby » themſebres in continued 
feglects of on Tar and honouring Chvif 


in the way he has a ORG” I add | 
that though an external el Parricipation of the S. 
crament is not Eſſential and abſolutely neceſſa- 
A. they whoſe Hearts are right with 
od may krople doing what Chriſt has invited 
and — his Followers to; may fear leaf 
_- ſhould hate no right to {d ſolemn+an Or 
yet it is the i immediate 4 of my 
— 4 the Word to be 
cemed about a pre — fot — need G. 
dinance ſpoken Which if they are uſt 
ro e they are fur from nie to 
4 U and it is the immediate, the t Du- 
every ſuch Perſon to come #6 Ohrift, to 
bent of his Sins, to conſem to a being” 
—W Diſciples and Followers of our Lord; u 
on which he has an immediate Claim to all Or- 
dinances, and ought to affert bis if n the, 
and approach to them. 
If thou art a fincere Believer, tue Net 
ben, if thou canſt take Chi to be thy L 
Saviour, and conſenteſt to be in tlie nm 
of Chriſt's Subjects and Followers, thou tu 
à Right in all the promiſed Bleſfings of the 


Covenant of A and if thou haſt a 155 
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in them, who can juſtly deny thee an Intereſt 
in all the Ordinances of Chriſt? If thou takeſt 
Chriſt as he is tender d in the Goſpel, he is 
thine ; if Chrift is thine, all things are thine, 
Covenant 2 and Goſpel Ordinances, 
which, if Cbriſt has given thee a right, thou 
canſt not without wronging thy ſelf and un- 
gratefully flighting his Grace, refuſe to partake 
of, or negle&, when thou haſt an Opportu- 
nity to attend upon them. O Sinner, in of» 
der to thy becoming fit for the Sactament of 
the Lord's-Supper, and fit for Death and Hea- 
ven, thou art required, immediately, to conſi- 
der thy Sinfulneſs and miſerable State without 
Chriſt; to be heartily concerned for having ſo 


much offended a great and good God, and to 
return to him with thy whole Heart. Yet- 
4. Of all Things in the World, Sinners are 
the leaſt inclined and the moſt averſe to a be- 


4 


coming true Chriſtians ; neither are there 
who, if left to themſetves, uon d ever ſo 
Their want of an Inclination to trus Relgium, 
and their ſtrong ſingular Averſion to it; this 
may be prov'd from Nom. viii. 7. The cara 
Mind is Enmity againſt God, for it is not ſwb- 
Jett to the Law of God, neither indeed can le: 
ſo then they who are in the Fleſh cannot pleaſe 
Cad. The corrupt Hearts of Men are not 10 
diſaffected to a Form of Godlineſs, as to the 
Truth and Sudhſfauce of it. Tis more eafy to 
reconcile a Man, whoſe Heart continues unre- 
newed. by Divine Grace, to the moſt burthen- 
ſame and expenſive — Inventions, than 
| — fo 


67 
to Fee them to the Repentance towards 
God and Faith in Chriſt, which are eſſential to 
and the Subſtance of true Chriſtianity.” A Sin- 
ner may by Education, or the Powers of Rea- 
ſon and Argument, be more eaſily reconciled 
to Orthodox than to genuine practical Chriſti- 
anity. An unconverted Man, continuing fuch, 
might with greater eaſe be perſuaded to em- 
brace the diſtinguiſhing Tenets and Practices of 

the pureſt and beſt Proſeſſors of Chriſtianity, 
than to become ſincerely Religious, or to live 
Godly, as well as Soberly and Righteou//y to- 
wards Men, in this World. For the carnal 
Mind, i. e. the unregenerate Mind, 7s E. 
mity againſt God, and while it continues - 
renewed cannot ſubject itſelf to the Holy La 
of God. By being rene wed it may be recon- 
ciled to the Holineſs of the Law, but as un- 
renewed or while it is ſuch, it neither ww: nor 
can ſubmit to the Gone of 1 ee 
open againſt this Expoſition of the $ 
Words. pretending that the carnal 4120 is 
only the Mind of a Man enflaved to baſe, ſen- 
ſual Lnſts, in oppolition to a Man diſpoſed to 
act Rationally, or to give up himſelf to the 
Conduct of Reaſon; but if any are ſo weak and 
injudicious in expounding Scripture, let them 
be confuted by the poll himſelf, who ver. 9. 
acknowledges no Medium between being in # 
Fleſb and being in the Spirit; ſo that hoe ver are 
not in the Spirit, or have not the Spirit of God 
&welling in them, they are, be they ever ſo ratio- 
mal, polite and ingenious in other Reſpects, they 
52 : _— : ale 
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are in the Fleſb, and being ſo are Enemies to Gg 
diſſaffected to his Holy Law, and unnbie 8 8 
i due are ſo ſenſible of eee of bus 
one are ſo t ion 

man Nature, and the ſtrong Biaſs of the' un= 
renewed Soul towards what 1s 25 as trur 
regenerate Chriſtians are. From a want of a 
juſt Senſe of this, proceed the fooliſh, proud 
Conceits of many as to, the Freedom and 
Powers of the Will without Renewing Grace, 
the poſſibility of a .Sinners turning — God 

without being drawn by a Divine invincible 

Power, and of a good Man's attaining to a 
living without Sin in this preſent State. An 
Experience of the conſtant oppoſite Workings 
1 Grace in the fane Soul, of the 


Fleſb lufti ainſt the Spirit — 
12125 le this may be clin &e 
2 Man off from ſuch vain Conceits, and to con- 
vince him, that the true Chriſtian is by the 
Grace of God what he is; and that if God had 
left him to himſelf, or giving him his Word 
to teach, awaken, and argue with him ever ſo 
much, had not put forth his great Power to 
turn his Heart, to incline him towards the 
Duty that the Holy Law preſcribes, and ro 
give him an obedient Diſpoſition, he wou'd 
have always remained diſobedient, to his own. 
utter and final Perdition. 

If any Sinners would, of themſelves, be- 
come ſincere Converts, it might be expected 
from dd whe among ere 
tur d, Perſons of a tractable ingenuous Temper, 

or 


8 5 
more ſober and virtuous, or the more 
— — eſpecially ſuch as the 
Word of God has convinced and — ned, but 
now (1.) 28 to the Good-naiur'd, theſe how 
tractable and ingenuous ſoever in regard to 
Mien, may ſpirited as 
wy with real > God, and may, equally with 
any others, need a fulfilment of tuch Promiſes as 
thoſe, Erel. xxxvi. 26, 29, Anew Heart I i 
will grye you, and 1 will take —_— the fteny' 8x 
Hui out of your Fleſb, — 
of Flaſb, and I will pirit — 
— — — — 


and cauſe you te 
ments — them. (2) 2 


fall my 
to 47 and virtuous, theſe are, ſome- 
as 


times, 10 opinionated of their own 
that tis more difficult to convince them of" the 
Evil of their Hearts and 7 than others 


very apt 10 en- 
* Righteeuſneſ 
RE — 
To. (3.) As to the more 

Can an Heap of No- 


Gai? No, The nod has be as 
os or 


[ 95 ] 
wicked and ungodly as any in the World: Do 
any of Mankind in this World equal the Devils 
either in Knowledge or in Malice Gas? , } 
If the Know! of Chrift is a Means of re- | 
many ſuch Acts of a8 
might — — yet with a great 
of e Sinners may continue in- 
flexibly bent on Courſes tei to Deſtruc- 
tion, for want of that drawing of the Father, | 
withir which bode will cone „ Cleif/1004 [1 
that powerful Influence of the Spirit expreſid 
F bong od, Rom. vii | 
When the Spirit of God ſtops a Sinner in 
his ſinful Progreſs, and makes him afraid of God's | 
Wrath, ſach an one is, in compariſon of many 
dre: 


n the Kin God; his 
= — elier han 
EE Sm ans, ver 


3 


th 


into his Mind ; ——— was be⸗ 
_ fore, if not worſe than ever. This might be 
the fad Caſe of every convinced Sinner if left 
to himſelf, becauſe the Scripture repreſents the 
Converſion of every Convert as owing not to 
himſelf but to the 2 aiſbing Grace of Goa, 14 
e of Chri 17 and Bo Dives Dro: F 
ti gu! e alleges Gao as 11 

xxx1i. 39, 40. Ezek. xxxvi a6, - 
x 4- which, with other Promiſes, 
dictate to us in — 
will 
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will work for ſecuring the Converſion and Sal- 
vation of Sinners. If they whom Education 
puts and Providence aſter fixes within the Sound 

of the moſt awak ning and powerful Miniftry, I 
continue unperſwaded; if they who enjoy ſpe- 
cial Opportunities are neglectful of improving 
them, as might be expected from rational Per- 


ſons in all other Caſes; it ſhows us that dinner: Wl 


as Sinners are not truly rational, will not act 
up to ſuch a Character in the Concerns of their 
Salvation, if they are not taught, and led and 
drawn by a Divine Hand, Job. vi. 44, 45. 
From hence let us infer and learn the following 
Leſſons. | Brit v2 tif oat if 
1. What little Reaſon has any one to admire 
and boaſt of himſelf ! Doſt thou know ſome» 
what of Chrift and thy fall'n State? imagine 
not that any Praiſe is due to thee for this; as 
tho thou had'ſt attained. this ſuperior degree of We 
Knowledge to that of many others by the 
meer Energy of thy own rational Powers, or 
vithout the Word of God. Art thou awaken- 
ed to ſome degree of ſerious Concern about thy 
Soul? this is owing more to the Word of God 
and his Bleſſing upon it, than to thyſelf; art 
thou inclinable to continue attending on the 
Word preached, and to frequent the Place of 
God's publick Worſhip ? who put it into thy 
Heart to do this? If thou art one who truly 
loveſt Chriſt, what haſt thou which thou haſt 
not received? glory not therefore as tho thou 
had'ſt not received it. The Way of 9 
whe 
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which mak epend on Works fore- 
ſeen, and aſcribes Juſtification before God to 
Works done by the Creature? does this Docs 
trine ſhut out and forbid all boaſting ? No: but 
the Law of Faith, the Law of Grace, i. e. 
the Doctrine which aſcribes Juſtification to 
Faith as the only Means of it on our Part, and 
the whole of Salvation to Divine Grace. This 

Doctrine effectually provides againſt: the | 
tures boaſting in regard to the Things that ac- 


+ nr IR 
Grace is or in whom there is any 
2 towards — :s Good, obliged to ac- 
knowleage the Hand of God therein, and to 
_ aſcribe it to him, rather than to himſelf. 
wak'nings of Conſcience are from him. A 
Principle of Grace in the Soul is his Work- 
manſhip. If God has awak'ned thee, thank 
him ſor it; fear leaſt thy preſent Concern ſhould 
go off; and pray earneſtſy that Convictions and 
Awak'nings may go on to, and iſſue in a ſav- 
ing Change, which when thou haſt once at- 
does for the greater Part of the Rich and Ho- 
nourable of the Earth, ſew of whom are ever 
brought ſo near Heaven as Felix was when 
made ſenſible and 1 the Preaching 
{HE ; of 


li o®}. 
of Paul. — Gad might have taken Felix, and 
leſt Paul. Paul had been once as unlikely 
to find Mercy with God as Felix. — Felix, 
when under Awak'nings, was a conſiderable 


Perſecutor and Blaſphemer. What was it that 
| Paul to differ in point of ſpiritual Gifts 
and ſaving Grace from the moſt noble Gover- 
nour Felix Nothing but the Mercy of God, 
which Paul n and ſeelingly aſcribes the 
2 t in him, unto, 1 Tim. i. 13, 
— Mercy, Who was before a Per- 
mts ty and a Blaſphemer, and injurious} — 
Aud the Grace of our __ WAS ny 
abundant, &c. 
I conclude- with once more warning you 
| againſt /onfal and dangerous Delays in Rehigious 
Caucerns e 8 | 
lea Conmiions Terrors. 
1. I wou d (caution you againſt Delay Let | 
every one, hawever ignorant” for the' preſent, 
apply himſelf without delay, to the ufing of 


— — _ ing ſome competent 
ing of the Things of God, in order 
to kc — facts Things as — are requiſite and 


adviſable: A reading of the Scripture; a con- 
verſong with other — Books, particularly the 
ns Catechijm, that moſt excellent. 
of found Words; an Attendance on the Ser- 
mont of thoſe who appear to aim at convincing 
N convinced trembling Souls 
mor, and doing Honour to the free df 
© guiſhing 


Step nearcr Converſion than Paul was while a a f 


—_— 
Mercy of God; and Prayer for the 

Nane eee ee | 
ak — underſtanding of i it, ſet himſelf with 
| out. delay to conſider the great and ſuitable 
Truths which it inculcates: Let every one 
V ho is concerned for his Sal vation, without de- 
lay hearken to the Calls of Conſcience, and the 
Invitations of God's Word; for what can a Sin- 
ner get by refuſing a preſent Compliance with 
Convictions? If ever ſtifled Convictions are re- 
newed they will be attended with ſtinging Re- 
flections on our paſt Folly ; but there is an ha- 
zard whether, if we at preſent refuſe to heark- 


n 


ſerious Concern, and — judiciall hard ned 
inſt the — Mord, and the 
ear of the Almig e was widkihhuthie 
| Tex? Who — ing to fall in with the Con- 
victions and Warnings given him by Pa e 
Preaching was never after, that we read 'of, 
reviſited with them, or again diſpoſed to ond 
for Paul to hear ſomewhat on the Faith" 
Chriſt. He did indeed after this ſend for Pu 
but it was in hopes of gratifying a baſe ov. 
tous Spirit rather than to hear what might be 
profitable to his Soul. He hoped that Money 
ſbould have been 0 7 him of Paul, wherefore 
he rig 1 him t ner aud communed with 
Paul ſay, ver. 17. that 

| — came to — bring Alms to his 
Nation and Ofermngs, = — that Pant 


might 


en and obey, we ſhall not looſe our preſent - 


| him to be falſly accuſed and wrongfully im- 


| Text. 


© zoo. iÞ* 
might have Money in Poſſeſſion or at com- 
mand. This convicts him of baſe Covetouſneſs, 
and his being the ſame unrighteous Perſon he | 
was before his hearing of Paul, whom he was 


bound in honour to releaſe, Gratis, as he knew 


priſoned : But we don't find him in a Diſpo- 
ſition to act ſo honourable and juſt a Part; for 
when two Years after Portius Feſtus was by 


the Emperor Nero ſent to ſucceed Felix, Wl 


Felix willing to do the Jews (whom he knew 
to be a moſt malicious People) a Pleaſure, he 
left Paul bound. OY 
I have ſomewhere met with this Remark, 
ſeldom do they convert, who do not do it, on 
their firſt Convictions. Felix was an Inſtance of 
this. Let his Example caution us againſt 
Delays which can be of no Service, and may 
prove pernicious and deſtructive, as they have 
done to many Thouſands beſide him in the iſ 


2. I wou'd caution you once more againſt 
reſting in legal Convictions and Terrors of Con- 
ſcrence. This is, as tho' a ſick Perſon, being 
ſenſible of his Danger, ſhou'd ſatisfy himſelf MW 
with that, and negle& to ſend for a s4ki/ful i 
Phyſician; as tho' the Man-ſlayer, whom it 
concern'd to flee to a City of Refuge, ſhould 


if have neglected that Means appointed for his 


Security, contenting himſelf with knowing that 
he was in danger of being purſued by the 
enger of Blood. When Sinners hear the 


| Voice 


* 2 
' 
* . | j 
* * b i 
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Voice of the Law, and are, by hearing it, 
convinced of their undone State, they ſhou'd 
fear leaſt this Concern ſhou'd wear away, and 
leaſt it ſhou'd not lead them to Repentance and 
= Faith in Chriſt. — What Things ſoever the Law 
= ſaith, it ſaith to them who are under it, that 
=. every Mouth may be ſtopped, and that Sinners 


= being ſenfibly Guilty before God may be pre- 
BH — to cel Ja fealion 2 Chrif The s 
Law, as given on Mount Sinai, was added to 

the Covenant of Grace eſtabliſned with Abra 

ham 430 Years before, becauſe of Tranſereſſrons, 

to convince them of Sin, and thereby put them 

on humbly imploring Divine Mercy, and ſfeek- 
ing for Salvation thro' the promiſed Meſhah ;z- + 
ſo that if the Iſraelites reſted in the Law with- 

out regarding this End of God in giving it, 

that their Way was their Folly. Chrift is the 

End of the Law for Righteouſneſs to every one 

that Belieueth, Rom. x. 4. By the Law is the © 
Knowledge of Sin, Chap. iii. 20. A Diſcovery 

of Sx by the Law is in order to Faith in Chrift. | 
Faith in Chriſt, if true and ingenuous, is never 
unattended with a ſiucere Repentance. We 
= muſt not hope for a Pardon of the Sins which 
= wc don't hate and are unwilling to mortify and 
forſake. Let us not therefore reſt ſhort of 
Faith in Chriſt, a true love to him, and a ui. 
ling Obedience to his Commands. Tt wou'd be 
Folly with a Witneſs, to be ſatisfied when we 


* 


W know our Danger or to reſt in legal Fears, 
W ſince upon Paul's Reaſoning our gh 
neſs, 


which Words undeniably prove his r 
itent Sinner, a Stranger 


all theſe being inſiſted on in the Scripture, 


where ſays, the Hab 0 


5 Ref 0 them. If fuch as ſee! ther Load mont 


1634 


* wr, Temperance, and the Fudgment 10 came, 
Fe 


x trembled, but was not converted, for he 
anſwered faying, Go thy way for this Time, &c. 


an Unbeliever, an im 
and Enemy to Chriſt notwithſtanding his pre- 
ſent Concern, which had it continued upon Ph 


Mind ever ſo long, cou'd not have iſſued in his 


1 unleſs it had produced, Faith on 
Chriſt ; Repentance towards God; a ſinoere 


Love to 7 2 and a true Filial Fear of him; 
as 
abſolutely neceſſary to Peace in this Word, wg 


everlaſting Blefſedneſs in the next. 
Faith on Chriſt is neceſſary, and this evinces 


Faith on Chriſt? It as, 2228 
penitent Soul to the 


of God in Chrj e 


free M. 


guage of! Rs, « Lankhnr to Chriſt, a Com- 
Ing to him, a Fleei 0 bm, vs Tring i om, 
or in a merciful ( or Salvation. 


Now is not this more — a being ſenſible of 


our” Danger without him, 


Divine Wrath which threatens thoſe: who are 


not found in him, and are not juſtified by and 
% lum ? weary and heavy laden Souls are 
invited to come to him for Reſt, Matt. xi. 28. 
So that it is not meerly their being weary and 
heevy laden, or burthen'd with a Senſe of 
Guilt lying on their Conſciences, that ſecures 


* 


the Inſuffciency of lege Fears ; For what is | 


and a Fear of the 


1 . 
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get rid of it, and obtain fall Deliverance Ban 
Sin and Hell, they muſt ſeek it by coming ts 
Chrift, i e. accepting him for their TIE | 
Saviour, and humbly relying on 
| who has fulfilled all Righteouſpeſs fir the 
= Guilty who come to him. Noah might as well 
= have eſcap d drowning when the general Flood 
= came, without ing and entering into and 
abiding in the Ark, as guilty periſhing Souls = 
can eſcape the Wrath to come, without Fare 
on Salvation. It was a Fear of the 
threatned Deluge, and leaſt he and hie ſhou'd 
periſh with the World of the Ungodly, that 
moved Noah to prepare an Ar4 for the faving 
of himſelf and his Family, —_ xi. 7. There- 
fore his Fear alone cou'd not have prevented 
his periſhing : However, his Concern about it 
was reaſonable, and as it put him on preparing 
ind entring into the e that God had' ap- 
pointed, it was one means of his e 
ſo a fear of the Judgment to come, 
ſeeling to obtain Salvation thro our Ford Jes 'Fefus 
Chriſt; when it does fo it is one ſtep towards 
our Salvation, but is nevertheleſs inſufficient 
alone, or when it does not lead us to Chriſt, or 
iſſue in both Faith 1 in bim, and Repentance ro- 
N Cod. * 0 
his, (I mean epentance) e. 16 
joins with bach, as no leſs neceſſary 8 
tion; Als xx. 21. Now er God | 1 Joined 
together, let none preſume to ſeparate. "The 
Repentance which is Saving what is it? a more 
c_ 
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from it 10 Go | 
Vours after new Obedience. If aN 
ble of the Evil of Sin, and can lament his 


cy, hates them; and, inſtead of wilfully going 


: how much legal Convictions and Terrors fall 


bis Word condemns? Does every one who 


Dine Love? are there not many who are ſen- 


[ 204 ] 


given of it, than that of our Catechiſm : It js 
a ſauing Grace whereby a Sinner, out of a true 
Senſe of his Sin, and the Mercy of God in Chriſt, il 
does with G . and Hatred of his Sin, turn 
, with full purpoſe N endea- 


is ſenſi- 


Sins as diſpleaſing to God; and on that Ac- 
count, as well as for their deſtructive Tenden- 


on in any ſinſul way, inclines to, and endea- 
vours for the ſerving of God in his own ap- 
pointed way; ſuch a one is a true Penitent, 
and in the ogy way to a compleat Salyation 
thro' Chriſt: But can not every one perceive 


ſhort of this; ſo that from the Neceſſity of this 


we may fairly argue, and caſily inter the Va- 
ity of reſting in them. e bang 
Such Convictions and Terrors are very dif- 
ferent from a true Love to Chriſt, and a filial 
Fear of God; which is a further Proof how in- 
ſufficient they are, and how vain it would be 
for any to reſt in them. 'May not a Sinner 
dread the Wrath of God, without really loving 
his good ways, and hating the evil ways that 


knows what it is to be. afraid of divine Ven- 
geance, feel the conſtraining Influence of Di- 


fible of their liableneſs to the Righteous Judg- 
| | „ 


e 1 * 


* L108 
ment of Cu, but not ſincerely diſaffected to 
Sin as Sin, or reconciled to the Duty that G 
requires of them? There is indeed a Fear of. 
God that is 4 ſaving Grace: The whole of Re- 
igion is often expreſs'd by this. It is fpoken 
as the Principle of an acceptable Obedience _ 
to God. The People of God are often deſeribd 
: by their Fear of him, even tho' in many other 
Places of Scripture they are forbidden to Fear z | 
and God has promiſed to put his Fear into their: 
| Hearts, even tho' elſewhere it is promiſed to 
them that being delivered from the Flands of | 
their —— * all ſerve him without Far, 
Luke i. 73, 74. The Converſion of Sinners is 
_ expreſs'd by their being brought to Fear the 

Lord and his Goodneſs, Hoſt iii. 5. tho elſes 
where we are told that there is no Fear in Love; 
becauſe Fear hath Torments, ſo that he who 
Feareth is not made perfect in Love, i John 
iv. 18. all which makes it evident, that there is 
a two-fold Fear to be diſtinguiſned by us, a 
Servile and Filial Fear, as Divines commonly 
ſpeak. The Former Fælix for a ſhort Time 
Was impreſs d with, the Latter he was ever a 

Stranger to. The Former, tho' it often pre- 
cedes and makes way for a Sinner's — 
does not always iſſue in ſuch a ſaving Change, 
and is unſuitable, in the Nature of it, to the 
Character and Priviledges of the Children of 
God; who therefore, as they are Heirs of 
eternal Glory, and a willing obedient People, 

in whom the Love 7 Chriſt rules and reigns, 
| ESPE, are 


are encouraged 


and a child-like Confidence, in a 
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d not to Fear, not to give way to 
to an humble Hope, 
ful God. The Latter, or the Filial Fear of 
God, is what converting, renewing Grace in- 
ſpires into the Souls of Men. It includes Love 
to him, an Unwillingneſs to offend, and an In- 
clination to pleaſe God in all Things, as well as 


any Fear whuch is con 


a Concern not, to fall ſhort of his Favour. Ws 
Lou can eaſily perceive the Difference between 


a Slave's Fear of him whom he is ſubje& to 
unwillingly, and a Child's Fear of the Father 
whom he has an hearty and peculiar Affection 


for; ſo different are the Fear which Felix was 


once in his Life ftrack with, and that of a 
Child of God. The former Kind of Fear may 
be loſt, the other, wherever it is implanted, 1s 


an abiding Principle; God having graciouſly 


promiſed, that he will put it into the Hearts of 
his Children in order to their never departing 
from him, Jerem. xxxii. 40, 41. The former 
Kind of Fear Sinners may carry with them to 


Hell, where not only Devils, but damu d hu- 


man Souls too, Believe and Tremble. The 
other Kind of Fear, not being contrary to, but 


rather included in, the true Love of God, and 
being very conſiſtent with the moſt comforting 


Manifeſtations of Divine Mercy, the Chil- 
dren of God, may and will, carry it with them 
to Heaven; for if Angels are r ted a8 


vailing their Faces in the Preſence of Gad, to 
ſignify their being humbly conſcious of the 


very 
great 


4 107 „ F 
great Diſtance of the moſt perſe&t Creatures 
poſſible from him; tis certain that glorified 
Saints can never forget their own infinite Diſ- 
tance from the moſt Glorious One, any more than 
their ſpecial Obligations to his redeeming ſav- 
ing Mercy ; that Saints in Heaven, much more 
perfectly, and with greater Eaſe and Pleaſure, 


g will for ever ſerve their moſt Gracious God and 


Father, with ſuch Reverence and ſuch godly 
Fear, or unwillingneſs to diſpleaſe God in any 
Inſtance, as becomes his Creatures and Chil- 
dren, and is not unſuitable to the greateſt Per- 
fection they can be raiſed unto. — Let all 


therefore Fear beſore him, (both in Acts of Rei- 


ligious Worſhip, and in their ordinary Beha- 
viour) with a child-like re verential Fear, How 
earneſt ſnould we be for an Experience of that 
renewing Influence of God's Spirit, which 
1 ts 4 Filial Fear of him; diretts the 
. Hearts of Men into the true Love, or child-like 
Fear of God; which keeps them ſteady to his 
good Ways; "and cauſes them to T remble at 
the Word of God, not as Fælix did, but with 
ſuch a Concern to avoid Divine Threatnings as 
pn them on taking proper Meaſures to eſcape 
eng the Weight' of them, in regard to which 
Jie Man tay Happy is the Man who © 
Rar al Prov. xxviii. 14. God grant, 
for his own Name's Sake, that we may Love 
as well as ty wm be not only Awak ned 
but Renewed. . | | 
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a Goſpel of Chriſt. | 4, 
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erred to N 
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8 gr Len bricfly hinted as to the efſential Faftice or * 
of G 
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; —_— muſt teach Morality as well as the peculiar Dodtrines 7 
ianity; and awful awal ning Subjects. 23 
Tie Neceſſity of preaching the Goſpel. 24 
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